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Couldn’t be a worse time to write a message.  The High Holydays are most 

of what I’m thinking about, but by the time you get this message, the holidays 
will be half over.  Still wanting to see what happens with the U.N. and Israel.  
Again, that will be “ancient history” by the time this reaches you. 

So I decided that since sermons are my major preoccupation, let me write 
something about them.  As those who know me well know, I am not the 
sermonizing type of rabbi.  I know that for some of my colleagues this is the 
major part of their rabbinate, and indeed, the sermon has occupied a place in our 
services since perhaps the time of Ezra in 450 BCE.  Jesus gave sermons in the 
synagogue as did his disciples; Shemaya and Avtalion, who lived in the time of 
King Herod, were the first on whom the title of Great Preacher was bestowed.  
Since the second century, the sermon has been restricted to the circle of 
professionals, first called hachamim, then later rabbis. 

So into this long venerable line of sermonizers, I humbly insert myself.  As I 
mentioned, sermons are not “my thing”; I would much rather do something than 
talk about it, and I have always been slightly suspicious of these smooth and 
polished orators, but there is a place for giving voice to people’s needs and 
concerns, to speaking out on issues of the day, to bringing a congregation’s 
attention to those wonderful, eternal truths in new and interesting ways. 

And so I will try to do this year.  But it is interesting to me that last year I 
spoke about the crisis in Iran and the possibility that Israel might carry out an 
aerial attack on the former’s nuclear facilities some time in July; I also spoke 
about the building of the mosque near “Ground Zero.”  They seemed such 
compelling issues then; July has come and gone and no strike by Israel, and the 
mosque – well, no one gives it a mention any more.  So much for the 
timelessness of those sermons.  But maybe it’s just as well that neither topic is in 
the news, and that a sermon should be seen more as an adornment to the service, 
something that adds to its richness at the time, but then is no more.  It’s the 
service, the liturgy, it’s the self-examination, the coming together as a 
community, it’s the hope we can make a change and become better people – 

that’s what lasts long after the sermons and the final shofar blast is blown. 
Gamar Chatimah Tova – may you be sealed in the Book of Life for a good year. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Fellow Congregants, 

I am in that awkward position of writing this message a 
week before Rosh HaShanah, knowing that most will not read it 
until Yom Kippur.  Next month, I'll be sharing my Yizkor 
remarks in this space – and before you know it, we'll be talking 
about Chanukah.  So this month, I want to speak a bit about 
Sukkot. 

Ever since we moved from an apartment into our house, 
my family has put up a sukkah in the backyard.  That first year 
was a PVC-piped disaster that I built without the aid of much 
planning or forethought.  I had to lean it up against the garage 
so it wouldn't fall down on us – and even that wasn't enough to 
withstand the winds of a good October rainstorm. 

Each year, I would make some improvement on the sukkah 
– better supports, better walls, better skach on top, more space 
for more children and guests, lighting and decorations.  Having 
a sukkah in our yard was a conversation starter with my former 
next door neighbor, a Baptist minister whose knowledge of the 
verses of Tanach and biblical Hebrew never ceased to amaze.  It 
was an opportunity to invite our children's friends over to 
decorate the sukkah, to have our children share this mitzvah 
with others.  And, most importantly, sitting outside for the 
week, in the crisp fall air, strengthens our connection to the 
land, to the harvest, and to all of creation. 

But at some point we realized that my make-shift sukkah 
wasn't holding up.  Pipes no longer fit correctly.  The skach 
ended up in our lunches.  And a good stiff breeze would make 
everything creak in a fairly disconcerting way.  So we broke 
down and bought a kit – from the same company that 
manufactured the sukkah we have at the FJCC (The Sukkah 
Project, www.sukkot.com) – and we've been using it for the 
past several years.  It's larger, much easier to assemble and far 
more stable.  And while I might be nostalgic for our first 
sukkah, I don't regret making the change. 

At Pesach, we say that in every generation, one must 
consider herself as having been brought out of Egypt, from 
slavery to freedom.  At Sukkot, at the time of the harvest, we 
see the land in transition.  It is a tangible reminder of the cycles 
in everything we do.  And in recognizing that process of 
renewal, we must remember it is not enough for us to keep 
doing things the exact same way, year after year.  For me, the 
true meaning of Sukkot comes when we recognize the cycle, 
and try to make it better the next time around. 

This is the theme that I will speak about at Yom Kippur:  
the notion that each year it is our obligation as Jews to renew.  
Renew our connection to the land.  Renew our connection to 
each other.  Renew our commitment to the community here in 
Flemington, in Hunterdon County, across the United States, in 
Eretz Yisrael, and around the world.  I hope that each of us will 
make those commitments in the new year, 5772. 

G'mar chatima tovah 
May you be inscribed and sealed for a good year 

Jeffrey Doshna 
________________________________________________ 
SISTERHOOD In the ‘Hood… 

It’s autumn!  We hope you enjoyed meaningful Holydays, 
and wish you a sweet and happy New Year.  

Congratulations to our newly installed Sisterhood officers:  
 

5772 2011-2012 Officer List 
Co-President: Brooke Liebowitz 
Co-President: Deborah Kesselhaut 

1st Vice President: Lois Gross 
2nd Vice President: Judy Gold 
Treasurer: Leah Greenstein 
Corresponding Secretary: Robin Alexander 
Membership: Barbara Clarin 
Parliamentarian: Michelle Cohn 
Board Liaison: Sandy Siegel, Jenn Fine 
Immediate Past Co-Presidents:  Carol Wolf, Sandy Siegel 

 

We are still in need of a Recording Secretary for this year.  
This is an easy way to test the waters of community leadership 
and to gradually expand your congregational involvement.  
Please consider volunteering.  

Sisterhood is well into our 2011-2012/5772 calendar of 
exciting events.  We hosted a very successful Back to Shul 
week in September.  The idea for these events was well 
received, and we hope to expand upon this theme next fall.  
Please join us for the upcoming events:  

 

Friday, October 14: Lulavs and Lemoncello under the 
Sukkah.  This will be a fun Oneg following the Friday night 
Shabbat service.  

 

Sunday, October 23: JFS Jewish Life Series presents 
author Norma Roth discussing her book Pink Ribbon Journey: 
Stories from the Heart, Celebrating Women with Breast Cancer.  
Ms. Roth will discuss her experience, and those of other 
women, on their life journey with cancer.  The FJCC 
Sisterhood, in support of Breast Cancer Awareness Month in 
October, is proud to co-sponsor this important event with 
Jewish Family Service of Somerset, Hunterdon and Warren 
Counties.  We are looking forward to working with JFS to bring 
future programs to our community in the near future.  

Thank you to the following volunteers for their time and 
effort to ensure the success of Sisterhood programs:  

Back to Shul Bagel and Coffee: Thank You to Jenn Fine 
for organizing this event, as well as to Mikayla and Bayley Fine 
for helping to set up.  (We love to see kids following in the 
capable and involved footsteps of their parents!) 

Back to Shul Sisterhood Installation Shabbat Service and 
Ice Cream Social: First, a hearty Yasher Koach to those women 
who read parts of the Shabbat service.  Your participation made 
the service very special and memorable.  Thanks to Jane 
Wasserman for organizing, shopping, setting up and taking care 
of the little details; Ruth Gallina for Oneg shopping and 
inventory; to Karen Walsh for organizing and Hebrew School 
publicity; to Sharon Rednor for making sure we had women to 
participate in the service; and to Carol Wolf for helping with the 
Oneg prep work.  Thank you also to those volunteers who 
assisted with the ice cream bar and various other details the 
night of the service.  

Congregational Rosh Hashanah Greeting Card: Thank you 
to Steve Kesselhaut for designing the beautiful card.  Sisterhood 
is especially thankful to Leighsa and Mark Glickman of PIMS 
New York, Inc. for printing and mailing the card.  Thank you to 
the congregants who included their families in the card.  You all 
helped to make this card a success and bring Rosh Hashanah 
greetings to everyone in the FJCC family.  

We’ve been so fortunate to have a committed group of 
volunteers and members who have attended meetings and 
contributed their efforts this fall.  We appreciate your help, and 
your commitment.  Your involvement paves the way for the 
continued success of Sisterhood, and future FJCC programs.  

Enjoy the beauty of this fall season.  
Deborah and Brooke
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ABOUT THE HOLIDAYS 
SUKKOT 

Sukkot, one of the three pilgrimage festivals (the other 
two are Passover and Shavuot), can be understood on several 

levels.  The term Sukkot means “booths” or 
“temporary huts” and refers to the temporary 
dwelling places used by the children of Israel 
in the desert during the forty year period of 
their wandering following the Exodus from 
Egypt.  The festival commemorates that 
period of Israel’s history. 

On a spiritual level, Sukkot emphasizes 
the notion of trust in G-d’s protection or “bitachon.”  G-d 
somehow provides for humanity’s needs and humanity must, 
in turn, show its gratitude.  Trust in G-d's protection is 
symbolized by the sukkah with its flimsy walls and exposed 
roof. 

Finally, there is an agricultural dimension to Sukkot, 
which emphasizes and reinforces its spiritual significance.  
The observance of the holiday was fixed to coincide with the 
final harvest of the year, “after the ingathering from your 
threshing floor and your wine press.”  The second name by 
which Sukkot is called, Hag Ha'asif  (Festival of the 
Ingathering), reflects this agricultural dimension. 

A dry recitation of the facts about Sukkot, 
unfortunately, does not convey the real spirit and tone of the 
holiday.  To describe Sukkot’s historical or agricultural 
significance is similar to describing ice cream as a mixture 
of milk, cream and egg yolks.  The flavor just doesn’t come 
through.  Sukkot is one of the most joyous holidays in the 
year.  The sights and smells of the holiday are marvelous.  
One eats in the sukkah, in the clear and crisp (we hope) 
autumn air, one shakes the fragrant lulav and etrog and 
parades around the synagogue with them.  The rabbi 
encourages all those who are able to participate as much as 
possible in this largely unobserved holiday.  The FJCC 
sukkah will be available at all times for those who wish to sit 
and/or eat in it; lulavim and etrogim are available for use or 
for purchase.  Consult your calendar for a full listing of the 
times and dates of the services.  And please attend.  It will be 
well worth it. 

HOSHANA RABBAH 
HoShana Rabbah is the seventh day of Sukkot.  It is the 

day on which G-d sets the final seal to the judgment to be 
rendered Yom Kippur, determining our fate for the coming 
year.  It is a day with many fascinating and moving customs, 
including circling the bimah seven times with lulav and 
etrog in hand, the recitation of special prayers called 
Hoshanas (save us) and the beating of a bunch of willows on 
the floor.  There is a mystical interpretation for this custom 
that is too difficult to explain in this space; suffice it to say 
that the beating of the willows sweetens G-d’s judgment of 
us.  This year we will observe HoShana Rabbah on 
Wednesday, October 19th.  Services will begin at 6:30 AM. 

 

SHEMINI ATZERET 
We honor G-d’s request by adding an eighth and ninth 

day to the Sukkot holiday.  The eighth day we call Shemini 
Atzeret, or the eighth day of Solemn Assembly.  To 
distinguish it from Sukkot, we take leave of the Sukkah and 
do not use the lulav and etrog.  All other holiday regulations 
are in effect. 

 

SIMCHAT TORAH 
The ninth day of Sukkot, while referred to as Shemini 

Atzeret in our prayer books, is more popularly known as 
Simchat Torah, or the rejoicing of the Torah.  Of medieval 
origin, this holiday marks the end of one cycle of the weekly 
Torah readings and the beginning of the other.  Seven 
processions are made around the synagogue with the Torah 
Scrolls; it is customary for every member of the 
congregation over Bar Mitzvah age to carry a scroll for at 
least one procession.  There is much singing and dancing 
and the children join in the festivities, carrying special flags 
and eating a goodly amount of candy.  There is perhaps no 
more joyous holiday in the Jewish calendar than Simchat 
Torah. 

 

 

 

SUKKOT SERVICES  
Erev Sukkot Wednesday, October 12 5:45 PM 
First Day of Sukkot Thursday, October 13 9:15 AM 
 
Second Day of Sukkot Friday, October 14 9:15 AM 
 
Shabbat Chol Hamoed Sukkot Friday, October 14 7:00 PM 
 Saturday, October 15 9:15 AM 
 
HoShana Rabah Wednesday, October 19 7:00 AM 
 
Erev Shemini Atzeret Wednesday, October 19 5:45 PM 
Shemini Atzeret Thursday, October 20 9:15 AM 
 Yizkor 10:30 AM 
 
Erev Simchat Torah Thursday, October 20 7:00 PM 
Simchat Torah Friday, October 21 9:15 AM 
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AROUND THE SYNAGOGUE 
BARUCHIM HA’BAIM 
Welcome to the Community 

Gail & A. Brett Bragin 
Randee & Larry Hilzer 

Cantor Florence & Loren Hurwitz 

Mayra & David Rosner 
Stacey & Chuck Wilk 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BINGO VOLUNTEERS 
We would like to thank those who helped make BINGO such a success in September: 
Ira Arden 
Mitch Clarin 
Eugene Esterkin 
Jenn Fine 
Nomi Forman 
Alissa Fox 

Ruth Gallina 
Zel Gerstein 
Sharon Gertzman 
Judy Gold 
Leah Greenstein 
Lois Gross 

Alan Hylton 
Marvin Jacobson 
Shellie Jacobson 
Fred Kleiman 
Anneliese Nifoussi 
Sharon Rednor 

Dale Rothfeld 
Sue Rothstein 
Nancy Rumore 
Dena Scibilia 
Laurence Shatkin 
Debbie Shiffman 

Sandy Siegel 
Liz Slavin 
Shelly Sobel 
Evie Stern 
Phil Stern 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

YAD SQUAD 
We wish a yasha co’ach to those who read Torah and Haftara in June: 
Torah: Rochelle Butt, Craig Sirota, and Nathan Treinish 
Haftarah: Rochelle Butt and Dan Gross 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAZEL TOV TO: 
· Doreen & Ronald Frank on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, 

Austin 
REFUAH SHLEMAH TO: 
· Eleanor Berkowitz 
· Grace Goodman 
· Sarah Resnick 
· Irene Suslow, Carolyn Goldman’s mother 

TODAH RABAH TO: 
· Zel Gerstein, Alan Hylton, Fred Kleiman and Scott Schipper 

for helping with the touch up painting in the shul 

OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES TO: 
· Beth & Fred Godett on the passing of Fred’s beloved father, 

Nelson 
· Cara London, Eric Sirota and family on the loss of Cara’s 

beloved father, Theodore London 
· Rochelle & Howard Gilbert on the loss of Rochelle’s beloved 

mother, Sara Ehrlich 
· We mourn the loss of former member Bernadette Duenas 
 

 

SISTERHOOD BLOOD DRIVE 
Hi All, 
Shana Tova.  It is once again time for the FJCC Sisterhood Blood Drive.  We appreciate all of your help!!! 
 

WHEN: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6th, 2011 
 

WHERE: FLEMINGTON JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

TIME : 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 

RSVP: MELISSA KLEIMAN 
 

 

For those who got a chance to see the FJCC actors and actresses in The Good 
Doctor, and for those who didn’t, The Good Doctor DVD is now available.  
Contact Barb in the office for your own personal copy (for $18) to be freshly 
made upon demand. 
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HEBREW SCHOOL NEWS 
Mark Your Calendar 
Three Parent Meetings 
Please mark your calendar and plan on attending the following parent meetings: 

o Gimel Parents - 5:30 on Wednesday, October 5th 
o Dalet & Hay Parents - 5:30 on Monday, October 10th 
o Vav Parents - 5:30 on Wednesday, October 19th  - this is the first Bar/Bat Mitzvah meeting. 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  
Hebrew School Happenings 

There was something really special the first week of Hebrew 
School and that was the many new students enrolled in Hebrew 
School for the first time.  Some students are children of new 
members, others are students entering school for the first time.  It 

was equally terrific to see returning students come to Hebrew 
School.  Let me welcome – baruchim ha'baim – Gimel teacher Adah 
Radzin and the 19 new students. 

 

Bayley 
Ben 
Ben 
Caitlan 
Carli 

Charlotte 
Emma 
Jamie 
Jared 
Jason 

Jason 
Jayna 
Josh 
Julian 
Leo 

Max 
Noah 
Rebecca 
Samantha 

 

We started our Food Justice Tzedakah Curriculum by 
collecting food items for the food pantry.  So far we have collected 
116, with one week left to go. 

Starting October 1st, we will be collecting money to donate to 
the Jewish Relief Agency in Bala Cynwyd, PA.  The JRA 
distributes kosher food to approximately 2000 residents in the 
greater Philadelphia area each month.  In addition to collecting 
money for the Jewish Relief Agency, there will be a bus trip on 
Sunday, December 18th, to the warehouse to help package up food 
boxes and deliver the boxes to seniors who receive assistance.  
Parents, this is a great opportunity to participate in a hands-on 

family tzedakah project with your children.  We hope you will join 
us.  See the enclosed flyer to reserve your seat on the bus. 

As October continues we will celebrate Sukkot and Simchat 
Torah.  On October 12th and 17th, following services, students will 
go into the sukkah for a little challah snack and to fulfill the mitzvah 
“la shev ba sukkah,” to sit in the sukkah.  Look for an email with 
details in the coming week.  Also on the calendar is the Simchat 
Torah Family Service on Thursday, October 20th.  Simchat Torah is 
a joyous celebration and we hope all Hebrew School families will 
participate. 

Karen Walsh 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 BIKUR CHOLIM  
I want to review the process for Bikur Cholim for all of our 

volunteers.  I will send out a fall packet with the Handbook 
once again, the new schedule and tri-fold brochures you are 
to bring to the hospital patients along with the flowers.��

As a review, here is the process for doing Bikur 
Cholim: 
 
3 Step Process:��
1. Call the FJCC on Friday after 10:30 AM to get the names and 

room numbers of the Jewish patients in Hunterdon Medical 
Center.  Bring one Shabbat reading flier for each person 
which you should have received by mail.��

2. Stop at Flemington Floral to pick up a flower and FJCC card, one 
per patient.  The flower costs approximately $1.00 each.  
Please note: a flower can be purchased almost anywhere.  Just 
write a best wishes card from the FJCC and include Rabbi 
Jaffe’s name and the synagogue telephone number.��
3. Stop by the hospital and deliver the flower and well wishes 
some time before Shabbat 
 

Note: If you cannot make your scheduled time please arrange for an 
alternate.  If you are unable to do so, contact Sharon Brooks, and 
she will usually be able to cover for you. 

 
Oct. 7 Erev Yom Kippur Nov. 4 Rhonda Krupen 
Oct. 14 Marsha Gerstein Nov. 11 Nancy Rumore 
Oct. 21 Simchat Torah Nov. 18 Marta Klepner 
Oct. 28 Joan Rogow Nov. 25 Leslie Dudzinski 
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Your Gift Case Committee: 
Lois Gross Gayle Neibart 
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DONATIONS 
Todah rabah to all those who made donations to: 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
· Isabel & Sid Benjamin for the yahrzeit of Sid’s beloved 

mother, Bessie Benjamin 
· Reba & Hoyt Holley in memory of Ted London, 

beloved father of Cara London 
PRAYER BOOK FUND 
· Harry & Roz Zackowitz in honor of Rose and Ed 

Mehrlust’s special birthdays 
SHMUEL F. FRAND MEMORIAL HOLOCAUST 
EDUCATION FUND  
· Milton Frant: 

· For the yahrzeit of his beloved wife, Frieda 
· For the yahrzeit of his beloved mother, Tillie Frand 

KIDDUSH FUND 
· Sarah & Richard Frank: 

· In honor of Rose and Ed Mehrlust’s special 
birthdays 

· In memory of Ted London , beloved father of Cara 
London 

· Nathan Treinish for the yahrzeit of his beloved mother, 
Evelyn Treinish 

GENERAL FUND 
· Vivian & Fred Daniel: 

· In honor of Rose and Ed Mehrlust’s special 
birthdays 

· In memory of Ted London, beloved father of Cara 
London 

· For the yahrzeit of Fred’s beloved father, Carl 
Daniel 

· Mildred & Jerry Daniel:  
· For get well wishes to Karen Ring 
· For get well wishes to Joyce Mayer 

· Marilyn & Melvin Dvoor for the yahrzeit of Marilyn’s 
beloved father, Joseph Hayfer 

· Lori & Harry Findley in memory of Ted London, 
beloved father of Cara London 

· Nomi & Jack Forman: 
· In honor of Rose and Ed Mehrlust’s special 

birthdays 
· In memory of Ted London, beloved father of Cara 

London 
· Barbara Nasto & Michael Harrison in memory of Ted 

London, beloved father of Cara London 
· Denise Hilzer for the yahrzeit of Bessie Benjamin 
· Randee & Larry Hilzer for the yahrzeit of Randee’s 

beloved father, Gilbert Zirkin 
· Pauline & Paul Jennis in memory of Ted London, 

beloved father of Cara London 
· Melissa & Fred Kleiman in memory of Ted London, 

beloved father of Cara London 
· Lenore & Phil Levine in honor of Rose and Ed 

Mehrlust’s special birthdays 

· Debbie & Marty McInerney in memory of Ted London, 
beloved father of Cara London 

· Rose & Ed Mehrlust: 
· In memory of Ted London, beloved father of Cara 

London 
· In memory of Sara Ehrlich, beloved mother of 

Rochelle Gilbert 
· Flo & Bruce Newrock: 

· For continued good health for Lori Findley 
· In memory of Max Berkowitz, beloved husband of 

Eleanor 
· Sue & Rick Rothstein in memory of Ted London, 

beloved father of Cara London 
· Sandy & Scott Siegel: 

· In fond and loving memory of Bernadette Duenas, 
beloved wife of Sal 

· In memory of Ted London, beloved father of Cara 
London 

· Shelly & Marty Sobel for continued good health to Lori 
Findley 

· Evie & Phil Stern: 
· In memory of Max Berkowitz, beloved husband of 

Eleanor 
· In memory of Stephen Gold, beloved husband of 

Ruth 
· In memory of the beloved brother of Dr. Jay Weiss 
· For congratulations to Mr. & Mrs. Sol Zeiger on the 

birth of their grandson 
· In honor of Rose and Ed Mehrlust’s special 

birthdays 
· Lori Trager for a High Holyday donation 
· Jane & Eric Wasserman in memory of Ted London, 

beloved father of Cara London 
BUILDING FUND 
· Marsha & Zel Gerstein: 

· In memory of Bernadette Duenas, beloved wife of 
Sal and beloved mother of Eric and Joseph 

· In memory of Nelson Godett, beloved father of 
Fred Godett 

· In memory of Ted London, beloved father of Cara 
London 

· For continued good health to Lori Findley 
· In memory of Max Berkowitz, beloved husband of 

Eleanor 
· For a complete and speedy recovery to Irene 

Suslow, Carolyn Goldman’s mother 
· In memory of Charles Buckman, beloved husband 

of Lois 
PENNY FUND (Ruth Wolf & Eleanor Berkowitz, the Penny 
Ladies) 
· Ruth & Manny Wolf for get well wishes to Ellie 

Berkowitz 
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FEDERATION NEWS 
Jewish LIFE Kicks Off New Season in October.  Mark Your Calendar 

NOW!!! ��
Norma E. Roth, Pink Ribbon Journey: Stories from the Heart – 
Celebrating Women with Breast Cancer, Sunday, October 23, 

10:00 AM.  Hosted by the Flemington JCC. 
 

Norma E. Roth will share her experiences and stories of her 
journey through her battle with breast cancer, as well as other 
stories of survivors.  Ms. Roth provides insight into the lives of 
survivors, their families, and medical professionals who care for 
them.  This book celebrates these courageous patients who 
conquered cancer and takes us through their journey from diagnosis 
to treatment, to recovery and beyond.  

Program fee: $10/person in advance ~ $15/person at the door 
 

What’s Jewish about Breast Cancer and Ovarian Cancer 
Genetics?  Thursday, October 27, 7:00 PM.  Hosted by the 

Birnbaum JCC, Bridgewater. 
 

The evening will feature a panel discussion to raise awareness 
of Breast and Ovarian Cancer Genetics in the Jewish Community.  
Panel Members include: Ellen Levine, MSW, LCSW, OSW-C, 
Program Director, The Wellness Community of Central NJ, Shera 
Dubitsky, Med, MA, Clinical Supervisor, Sharsheret, Hetal Vig, 
Ms, MGC, Board Certified Genetics Counselor, The Cancer 
Institute of NJ, Tovah Friedman, Cancer Survivor. 

Free to the Community 
 

Looking ahead to November… 
Global Day of Jewish Learning with Rabbi Noam E. Marans, 

Sunday, November 13, 4:30-7:00 PM.  Hosted by the Birnbaum 
JCC, Bridgewater. 

 
Jewish LIFE is pleased to welcome back to our community, 

Rabbi Noam E. Marans.  Rabbi Marans is AJC's director of 
Interreligious and Intergroup Relations, overseeing national 
interfaith outreach, dialogue and advocacy.  In his multi-faith work, 

Rabbi Marans develops and strengthens relationships with a wide 
variety of religious and ethnic groups to enhance mutual 
understanding, freedom of religious expression and support for the 
State of Israel and Middle East peace.  

Free to the Community 
 

Philip Schultz, My Dyslexia, Sunday, November 20, 10:00 AM.  
Hosted by the Birnbaum JCC, Bridgewater. 

 
Philip Schultz is a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet who was never 

recognized as an intelligent person in school.  In fact, he was placed 
into the “dummy class,” as the students call it.  Incidentally, he was 
ignored and treated differently, not only by his peers, but by 
teachers alike.  Years later, Philips’ brother was diagnosed with 
dyslexia, and soon after, he realized he suffered from the same 
condition.  Come and join Shultz and the JCC as he talks about how 
a boy who could not read until he was eleven years old, went on to 
become a prize winning poet by sheer force of determination.  

Program fee: $10/person in advance ~ $15/person at the door 
 

Cookbook Author and Radio & Television Personality Arthur 
Schwartz, Jewish Italian Cooking…The Southern Italian Table:  

Authentic Tastes from "Traditional" Kitchens, Wednesday, 
November 30, Noon.  Hosted by the Birnbaum JCC, Bridgewater. 

 
Arthur Schwartz returns to Jewish LIFE and will host an 

afternoon discussing his passion for Italian cooking and Italy!  
Arthur has been around food and the art of cooking his entire life.  
He’s embraced his parents’ and grandparents’ passion for cooking 
and made a name for himself as a top food author, critic, and radio 
and television personality.  Come learn a few cooking tricks to spice 
up your kitchen!  Program includes lunch. 

Co-Sponsored with Temple Beth El, Somerset Sisterhood and 
Brandeis National Committee, Somerset Chapter. 

Program fee: $18/person in advance ~ $22/person at the door 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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PARSHIYOT SUMMARIES FOR SEPTEMBER   
Courtesy of Torah from Dixie, Inc. at TFDIXIE.COM�

Parshat Ha'azinu – October 1, 2011 
Parshat Ha'azinu is comprised primarily of Moses 

"song" about the horrible tragedies and supreme joy which 
will make up the Jewish people's future history.  Not your 
classic piece of rhyme and music, Moses' "song" is 
nevertheless comparable to a great work of art in that it 
blends together otherwise disparate ideas into a beautiful 
symphony of thought.  It expresses the recognition that 
every aspect of Creation and everything that Hashem does - 
past, present, and future – somehow fits together into a 
perfect harmony, although with our limited human 
understanding we do not always recognize it to be so.  
Moses calls heaven and earth to bear witness that if the 
Jewish people sin and display ingratitude to Hashem for the 
many wonderful favors He bestowed upon us, we will be 
punished, while if we remain loyal to the Torah and Hashem 
we will receive the greatest blessings.  Even though the 
Jewish people will stray, Hashem guarantees our survival 
and ultimate redemption.  The portion concludes with 
Hashem's command to Moses to ascend Mount Nebo where 
he will view the land of Israel and then pass away. 
 
October 8, 2011 – Yom Kippur 
 
October 15, 2011 – Sukkot 
  
Parshat Bereshit – October 22, 2011 

The first portion of the Torah (Genesis 1:1-6:8) begins 
with Hashem’s creation of the world in six days and His 
"resting" on the seventh.  Everything, from the separation 
between light and darkness on the first day, to the 
establishment of the heavenly spheres on the fourth, to the 
climactic fashioning of Man (Adam) and Woman (Eve) in 
Hashem’s image and their placement in the Garden of Eden 
on the sixth, is created and arranged in its proper place 
during this first week.  Humans are given dominion over the 
entire world with only one restriction to refrain from 
consuming the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge.  Eve is 
enticed by the serpent to partake of the forbidden fruit, and 
she offers some to her husband as well.  Hashem responds 
by punishing them for their transgression, and they are 
removed from the paradise of Eden.  

After the expulsion, their first two sons, Cain and Abel, 
each bring an offering to Hashem.  Abel’s superior offering 
is accepted by G-d, while Cain’s inferior offering is rejected.  
Cain jealously responds by killing his brother, and Hashem 
sends him into exile to wander the face of the earth.  The 
Torah then gives a genealogy of the first ten generations of 
the world, beginning with Adam, his son Seth, and leading 
up to the birth of Noah and his three sons.  Disgusted by 
Man’s wickedness, the portion ends with Hashem expressing 
His "regret" for creating the world and His vow to destroy 
every living thing, except for the righteous Noah and his 
family. 

 
Parshat Noach – October 29, 2011 

Parshat Noach (Genesis 6:9-11:32) begins by 
describing Noah's superior character, contrasted with the 
wickedness of his generation.  As a result of Mankind's evil, 
Hashem brings a flood to destroy every living creature, 
sparing only Noah, his family, and at least one pair of every 
animal species, who live in an ark during the lengthy deluge.  
When the waters recede, almost a year after the rains first 
began, Noah sends out a raven and a dove so as to determine 
whether the land has dried sufficiently so that they can leave 
the ark to resettle the earth once again.  Hashem promises 
that He will never again destroy all of Mankind by means of 
a flood, and He designates the rainbow as a sign for that 
eternal covenant.  

Noah plants a vineyard, drinks from its produce and 
becomes drunk.  In his intoxicated state, he shamefully 
uncovers himself in his tent.  While his son Cham dealt with 
his father inappropriately, Noah's other two sons, Shem and 
Yefet, cover their father in a respectful manner.  Once sober, 
Noah responds by blessing Shem and Yefet, and by cursing 
Cham and his son Canaan.  Generations pass and the world 
is repopulated.  The people attempt to wage war against 
Hashem by building the Tower of Babel, and Hashem 
responds by mixing up their languages and dispersing them 
across the planet.  The Torah portion concludes on an 
encouraging note with Abraham's birth and his marriage to 
Sarah. 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
  1 - Bill Blaher 
 - Lois Butt 
 - Kylei Mittler 
  2 - Nancy Wortman-Rumore 
   - Lucy Shor 
  3 - Joshua Levin 
  4 - Adah Radzin 
  5 - Abby Forman 
  6 - Daniel Klepner 
 - Rebecca Mondshein 
 - Jack Nahama 
 - Robin Slavin  
  7 - Tatum Stein 
 - Melanie Wolff 
  8 - Benjamin Greenstein 
  9 - Austin Frank 
10 - Laurie Weinstein 
11 - Ben Rubin  
 - Andrew Wetstein  

12 - Vivian Daniel 
 - Robert Kuchinsky 
14 - Marge Kalafer 
15 - Jonathan Camins-Esakov 
 - Ethan Mehrlust 
16 - David Landstrom 
17 - Rebecca Short 
19 - Hayley Fico 
 - Eve Shapiro 
20 - Jacob Clarin 
 - Eliot Friedman 
 - Richard Goodman 
 - Mark Kaplan 
 - Evan Pollack 
 - Benjamin Sosidka 
21 - Ken Blankstein 
 - Benjamin Goldstein 
 - Ava Gropper 
 - Adam Lazarus 

21 - Joan Rosen 
 - Laurence Shatkin 
 - Gerry Strober 
23 - Mitchell Clarin 
 - Zachary Halper 
 - Richard Rosen 
24 - Sharon Camins 
 - Pauline Tawil 
25 - Brian Gilbert 
 - Sarah Halper 
 - Paul Skowronek 
27 - Steve Kesselhaut 
29 - Glenn Fine 
 - Joseph Muller 
30 - Jeremy Weisblatt 
31 - Allan Goodman 
 - Kimi Mittler 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
  2 - Marsha & Zel Gerstein 
  6 - Sara & Stuart Kippelman 
13 - Kimi & Barry Mittler 
14 - Michelle & David Cohn 
17 - Alisa Grossman & Jeremy Silberman 
18 - Karen Siplak-Hubert & Paul Hubert 
 - Deborah & Steve Kesselhaut 
19 - Kim & Joseph Muller 

22 - Julie & Todd Stein 
 - Roz & Harry Zackowitz 
26 - Marsha Goldstein & Bruce Davidson 
27 - Robin & Gaetano Cichy 
 - Ronit Zilberboim & Mark Kaplan 
29 - Jen & Glenn Fine 
30 - Sarah & Richard Frank 

 

OCTOBER YAHRZEIT OBSERVANCES 
  1 - Irving Faerman 
 - Sheryl Rosenbaum 
 - Jack Suss 
 - David Tillinger 
  2 - Daniel Alexander 
 - Hyman Berkowitz 
 - Jacob Kaplan 
  3 - Ruth Bernstein 
 - George Chase 
  4 - Max Shuman 
 - Chana Weiniger 
  5 - Milton Schlanger 
 - Sarah Wetstein 
  6 - Sandra Beluch 
 - Mildred Nagler 
  7 - Leona Braff 
 - Dr. Marvin Jaffe 
 - Leo Wolf 
  8 - Richard Barad 
 - Myron Entenberg 
 - Werner Frank 
 - Sadie Farber Gura 
 - Carolyn Jaffe 
 - Nikole Kalafer 
  9 - Isaac Frankel 
 - Myrna Kessler 
10 - Morris Cohen 
 - Celia Rosenberg 

11 - Marion Brooks 
 - Joseph Ritwe 
12 - Alice Rosen 
 - Rose Sobel 
13 - Helene Hubert 
14 - Gloria Barak 
 - Lazarus Cohen 
 - Miriam Fink 
 - Ida Steinfeld 
 - Tillie Weiner 
15 - Avram Benari 
 - Barnett Kamich 
16 - Jennie Berkowitz 
 - Alan Grushkin 
18 - Reuben Billowitz 
19 - Gerald Adelson 
 - Rebecca Bendix 
 - Abraham Chaiken 
20 - Benjamin Rappaport 
 - Daniel Shor 
 - Frank Stolpen 
21 - Edward Alan Cohn 
 - Harvey Goldstein 
 - Sylvia Goodman 
 - Goldie Lacob 
22 - Sadie Promisel 
 - Raphael Zackowitz 
23 - Irving Seligsohn 

24 - Sol Daniels 
 - Hyman Pogash 
25 - Jerome Goodman 
 - Rose Gutkin 
 - Rubin Kaplan 
 - Edward Stern 
26 - Marion Chervin 
 - Loretta Grossman 
 - Eva Levine 
 - Morris Wilk 
 - Leonie Wolf 
27 - Adele Karrow 
 - Solomon Langman 
 - Charlotte Poppel 
 - Meryl Weil 
 - Eileen Wortman 
28 - Jacob Kalafer 
29 - Joan Chazin-Esterkin 
 - Gershon Dvoor 
 - Sarah Kohane 
 - Stanley Simon 
30 - Deborah Frey 
 - Alex Horowitz 
31 - Sam Epstein 
 - Paul Gutkin 
 - Milton Silber 
 - Wallace Strober

 
Yahrzeit candles are lit the night before the yahrzeit is observed. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: If your birthday, anniversary or yahrzeit information is missing or incorrect, please bring or mail your information 
to the FJCC office, or email it to Flo Newrock so it can be included in future bulletins. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Tzedakah is always “in season.”  If you have an event 
coming up such as an anniversary, a birthday, a yahrzeit, 
etc., it’s a mitzvah to contribute to your favorite fund.  You 

can send your check to the FJCC with a note telling us 
where you would like the money used, or call one of the 
following people.  Do a mitzvah; send a donation. 

Gift Shop Lois Gross 
 Gayle Neibart 
Hebrew School Karen Walsh 
Library Lois Gross 
Nursery School Jane Wasserman 
Prayer Books & Pentateuchs FJCC Office 
Shmuel F. Frand Memorial Holocaust 
Education Fund 

Sharon Brooks 

Sunshine Cards Marsha Gerstein 
 Carolyn Goldman 
Trees For Israel Eleanor Berkowitz 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

WHITEHOUSE TAXI, serving Hunterdon, Somerset 
and Warren Counties.  Available seven days a week 
for service to all airports, trains and malls.  Call 908-
534-8677.  If you say you’ve been referred by the 
FJCC, the synagogue will receive a rebate. 

CHESAR PRODUCTIONS, party planning specialists, 
will donate 10% for every booking.  Call (908) 313-
7394 or visit their Party Supply Store at ChesarPro.com, 
and mention #12. 
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Tutoring: Reading, Writing, Study Skills��
Adah Radzin, MA ABD 
aradzin@comcast.net 

908-788-1083 
Reading Specialist 

Learning Disabilities Teacher Consultant 
Discount for Synagogue Members 

5% of Proceeds will be donated to FJCC 

 
Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions 
For additional information contact��

Monica K. Coe 
monica.coe@kaplan.com 

732 395-9571 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
October 7 Kol Nidre 
October 8 Yom Kippur 
October 10 BINGO 
October 12 Erev Sukkot 
October 13 & 14 Sukkot 
October 19 Erev Shemini Atzeret 
October 20 Shemini Atzeret 
October 21 Simchat Torah 
October 24 BINGO 
October 29 Bar Mitzvah of Austin Frank 
October 31 BINGO 
November 11 Veteran’s Day 
November 14 BINGO  
November 21 BINGO 
November 24 Thanksgiving 
November 26 Bat Mitzvah of Jenna Clarin 
December 3 Bar Mitzvah of Harrison Klauz 
December 5 BINGO 
December 10 Bar Mitzvah of Jonathan Sosidka 
December 12 BINGO 
December 20 Erev Chanukah 
December 21 – 28 Chanukah 
December 31 Bat Mitzvah of Rebecca Pearlman 
January 5 Fast of Tevet 
January 16 Martin Luther King Day 
February 8 Tu B’Shevat 
February 20 Presidents’ Day 
March 7 Fast of Esther 

March 8 Purim 
March 17 Bat Mitzvah of Olivia Kleiman 
March 31 Bar Mitzvah of Max Gropper 
April 7 Erev Passover 
April 8 – 14 Passover 
April 19 Yom Hashoah 
April 25 Yom Hazikaron 
April 26 Yom Ha’Atzmaut 
April 28 Bat Mitzvah of Sydney Searles 
May 5 Bat Mitzvah of Rachel Silberman 
May 10 Lag B’Omer 
May 12 Bar Mitzvah of Noah Doshna 
May 13 Mother’s Day 
May 20 Yom Yerushalayim 
May 27 & 28 Shavuot 
May 28 Memorial Day 
June 2 Bat Mitzvah of Mikayla Fine 
June 9 Bat Mitzvah of Caroline Riche 
June 16 Bat Mitzvah of Abby Reid Green 
June 17 Father’s Day 
June 23 Bat Mitzvah of Hannah Ellenberg 
June 30 Bar Mitzvah of Ben Kestenbaum 
July 4 Independence Day 
July 8 Fast of Tammuz 
July 29 Fast of Tisha B’Av 
 
  
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ONEG/KIDDUSH/BAGEL NOSH SPONSORSHIP 
ONEG  Sponsor KIDDUSH Sponsor 
  Oct. 1 Shabbat Shuvah 
Oct. 7 Kol Nidre Oct. 8 Yom Kippur 
Oct. 14 Sisterhood Lulavs & Lemoncellos Under the 

Sukkah 
Oct. 15 Shellie & Marv Jacobson in memory of Shellie’s 

beloved father, and Lois & Dan Gross in 
memory of Lois’ beloved mother 

Oct. 21 Simchat Torah Oct. 22 Chava Sorgi & Mark Sloss 
Oct. 28 Frank Family in honor of Austin’s Bar Mitzvah Oct. 29 Frank Family in honor of Austin’s Bar Mitzvah 

 

If you would like to sponsor ongei Shabbat or kiddushim at the FJCC, please call 782-6410 or email Lori at the FJCC office 
(office@flemingtonjcc.org).  Last minute sponsors may not necessarily appear in the above calendar. 
 

 
Do you like to shop?  The Kiddush Committee is looking for a few willing and able shoppers for weekly Kiddush 
sponsors.  Do you like to plan meals?  The Kiddush Committee is looking for members to put together a practical 
Package 3 alternative to offer for weekly Kiddush sponsors.  Call Marilynn Norinsky to volunteer. 
 

ShopRite of Flemington has kosher cut up fruit that doesn’t need to be pre-ordered. 
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