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June 2011/28 Iyar – 28 Sivan 5771 
 

Please note: The FJCC office will be closed on Wednesday, June 8th, and Thursday, June 9th, for 
Shavuot.  Please do not call, fax or email the office on those days. 
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Before I begin my message, I want to thank Dan Gross, Michael Wolf, Mark 

Schneiderman and others who helped set up for the Holocaust Commemoration, 
Yom Hashoah service.  Thanks also go to Rosemary Nagy and her 40 students 
who moved us nearly all to tears with their gorgeous voices and beautiful 
renditions of “Schlof Man Kind,” “Inscription of Hope” and “Ani Maamin.”  To 
Devin Naar for an extraordinary presentation on his family and the Jews of 
Salonica, Greece.  To Harry Rapkin for his chanting of “El Maleh Rachamim” 
and “The Song of the Partisans,” and to Steve Kesselhaut for his piano 
accompaniment.  Finally, to Judy and Paul Schneiderman and family, whose 
endowment fund helped to make this program possible. 

One more set of thank yous.  On Friday night, May 6th, twelve students from 
Hunterdon Central Regional High School came to the FJCC to speak about their 
recent trip to Poland as part of their Holocaust studies course.  Due to time 
constraints, only five spoke, but their words were moving and compelling, and 
there is no doubt that these kids, in visiting the several concentration camps, have 
a far greater sense of what occurred during the Holocaust and will never fall 
under the influence of those who would deny it ever happened.  The trip was 
subsidized in part by Suzanne and Steve Kalafer and the Nikole Kalafer 
Memorial Scholarship Fund; on behalf not only of the synagogue, but the whole 
community, we thank them for their generosity.  I would also like to thank the 
adults and students who participated in the trip: Social Studies Supervisor: 
Robert Zywicki; Chaperones: Derek Khoudja, Ryan Herbst and Lindsay Warren; 
Students: Katie Rice, Carrie Franchino, Brian Edwards, Brooke Michalak, 
Angela DeCandia, Alexa Gomez, Christine Gurak, Josh Lehrer, Lauren Price, 
Steve Perlack, Nicole Brennan, Augustus Perangelo, Jill Santos, Sarah Beth 
Schupner (not in attendance) and Maria White (not in attendance) 

Now to my message.  One of the wonderful things about the FJCC, from 
where I sit anyway, is the ability we have to experiment.  There is a culture here, 
unlike many other synagogues, of “if it’s not working, let’s try something else”; 

if someone has something they’d like to try, go for it.  We have changed the days of Hebrew School, revamped programs, added 
new ones, changed dues around – whatever it takes.  Some programs we have tried have failed, and then, too, we admit to failure 
and return to what we’ve done before.  I feel very much that I have the rare privilege as a rabbi to consider ways not only of 
improving what we have, but actually implementing them. 
(See Rabbi’s Message Page 5) 
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SISTERHOOD CORNER 

Congratulations to Michelle Cohn, the FJCC Woman of 
the Year!  We want to give a very big shout out to Anneliese 
Nifoussi and Jane Wasserman for chairing the event.  Dinner 
was fabulous, and all had a good time! 

Save the date for Saturday June 4th.  Sisterhood will be 
awarding our annual scholarships to six graduating high 
school seniors.  Join us at services to share the excitement 
with “our” children. 

We would like to call an open meeting on Tuesday, 
June 14th, at 7:00 PM.  Sisterhood is at a turning point.  We 
have been at the helm for the past two years and we need to 
discuss the future leadership of Sisterhood. 

B’Shalom, 
Carol and Sandy 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ABOUT THE HOLIDAY 
SHAVUOT 

The holiday of Shavuot, which this year we celebrate 
June 7th, 8th and 9th, is, alas, one of the most neglected in the 
Jewish calendar.  Coming as it does at this time of year, it 
gets lost in the shuffle of Memorial Day or the closing of 
Hebrew School, in the hubbub of baseball and lacrosse 
practices and secular school graduations.  With the exception 
of those who were confirmed, few non-practicing Jews know 
anything about it. 

But while Shavuot is not 
widely observed, it is an extremely 
important holiday.  It ranks up 
there with the far better known 
Passover and Sukkot.  It 
commemorates not only the end of 
the grain harvest, but, more 
significantly, the revelation at Mt. 

Sinai.  At this time some 3000 years ago, 600,000 Israelite 
males and their families stood united at the foot of the 
Mount and, amidst thunder and smoke, received the Ten 
Commandments.  It was an awesome, miraculous experience 
that left its imprint not only upon the Jews, but also on the 
entire world.  After Mt. Sinai, nothing would ever be quite 
the same again. 

There are several beautiful customs associated with the 
holiday.  1) Homes and synagogues are decorated with 

flowers and greens.  2) Some spread grass on the floor of the 
synagogue.  3) One is supposed to stay up all night before on 
Erev Shavuot studying and discussing the Torah (Tikkun 
Le'il Shavuot).  A possible reason for this third custom is 
that the Israelites actually fell asleep the night before they 
were to receive the Ten Commandments and had to be 
awakened by Moses.  Since we have no Moses to rouse us 
from our slumber and we don't want to be "caught napping," 
we stay up all night.   

The FJCC, with G-d’s help, will have our Tikkun Le’il 
Shavuot, our all night study session on Erev Shavuot, at the 
FJCC.  For all those night owls, feel free to show up 
Tuesday night, June 7th, at Midnight.  We’ll study until 4:00 
AM and then daven Shacharit, minyan permitting, about 
4:30 AM.  If you miss the study session and the minyan, 
regular Shavuot services will be held at 9:15 AM.  See 
holiday calendar box for complete schedule of services. 

Finally, something must be said about the traditional 
holiday foods.  Dairy meals comprised of blintzes, kreplach 
and cheesecake are most popular.  Meat is generally not 
eaten because after the revelation at Mt. Sinai, the Jews did 
not want to spend a lot of time preparing a meat meal 
(slaughtering and kashering the animal) and because the 
Torah has been compared to milk and honey. 

 

 
 

Schedule of Services 
 
Tuesday evening, June 7th 8:00 PM 
 Tikkun Le’il Shavuot Midnight – Topic TBA 
Wednesday morning, June 8th 4:30 AM and 9:15 AM 
Wednesday evening, June 8th 7:00 PM 
Thursday morning, June 9th 9:15 AM 
 Yizkor  10:30 AM 
 

Holiday ends 9:19 PM 
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AROUND THE SYNAGOGUE 
BINGO VOLUNTEERS 
I would like to thank those who helped make BINGO such a success in May:  
· Ira Arden 
· Eugene Esterkin 
· Nomi Forman 
· Ruth Gallina 
· Zel Gerstein 
· Sharon Gertzman 

· Judy Gold 
· Ed Mehrlust 
· Rose Mehrlust 
· Anneliese Nifoussi 
· Ron Ort 
· Dale Rothfeld 

· Nancy Rumore 
· Debbie Shiffman 
· Liz Slavin 
· Shelly Sobel 
· Evie Stern 
· Phil Stern 

Thanks again, 
Dan Gross 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

YAD SQUAD 
We wish a yasha co’ach to those who read Torah in April: 
Torah: Leah Kleiman, Julia Sirota and Nathan Treinish 
Haftarah: Rachelle Butt and Loren Hurwitz 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAZEL TOV TO: 
· Sharon & Austin Rednor on the Bat Mitzvah of their 

daughter, Marjorie 
· Julie & Todd Stein on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, 

Phoebe 
· Michelle Cohn for being named Sisterhood Woman of 

the Year 
· Nomi & Jack Forman on the marriage of their son, Zev 
· Suzanne & Steve Kalafer on the birth of their twin 

grandsons, Tristan and Elliot 

· Rachel & Josh Kalafer on the birth of their twin sons, 
Tristan and Elliot 

REFUAH SHLEMAH TO: 
· Jerry Atlas 
· Jim Fox 
· Alan Goodman 
· Grace Goodman 
· Mildred Goodman 
· Sarah Resnick 
· Stan Weinstein 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Woman Of The Year Todah Rabah 
On Tuesday, May 3, I was honored to become the FJCC 
Sisterhood’s Woman of the Year (or WOTY).  I want to 
thank all the wonderful people at the FJCC for their kind 
mazel tovs and well wishes.  Of course when speaking off 
the cuff, I forgot to mention and thank so many people, so I 
thought I’d rectify that here.  When I first joined the FJCC 
Sisterhood, I never dreamed that I would one day be the Co-
President, let alone the Woman of the Year.  Thank you to 
Judy Gold for encouraging me to join Sisterhood so many 
moons ago and to Marsha Gerstein for those marathon 
hamentaschen baking sessions with a cast of thousands 

where I met many Sisterhood friends.  I owe a debt of 
gratitude to Lisa Martin, Cara London and Barbara Clarin for 
paving the immediate way to my becoming Co-President.  
Lois Gross, you made my tenure as Co-Prez a joy, and we 
had many laughs and great memories as we moved from the 
old building to the new.  Many thanks to my husband Dave 
and daughter Cydney for supporting me as I devoted time 
and energy to Sisterhood, and to all of you past WOTY’s 
who voted for me.  Your kindness and generosity are so 
much appreciated.  

Michelle Cohn 
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MAZEL TOV TO THE 2011 GRADUATES 
 

 
 
6th Grade 8th Grade 
Austin Frank 
Max Gropper 
Ben Kestenbaum 
Harrison Krauz 
Olivia Kleiman 
Rebecca Pearlman 

Caroline Riche 
Sydney Searles 
Rachel Silberman 
Jon Sosidka 
Brandon Wolff 
 

Colin Jakubowski 
Ian Jakubowski 
Austin Jennis 
Benjamin Lazarus 
Jake Nemeth 
Nate Silberman 

Ben Sosidka 
Dylan Stein 
Craig Sirota 

 
High School 
Michael Goldman will be attending Wooster Polytechnic Institute where he will be studying Mechanical Engineering 
David Green will be attending Rowan University 
Jennifer Jennis will be attending The College of New Jersey 
Sharon Landstrom will be attending Goucher College 
Matthew Neibart will be attending Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, NC 
Jessica Ort will be attending Ohio State University 
Philip Reid-Green will be attending Drew University 
Mark Rothfeld will be attending Raritan Valley Community College 
Samantha Schapiro will be attending Vassar 
Josh Weinstein will be attending Drexel in the honors engineering program for computer science 
Sydney Winnick will be attending Baruch College 
 
College 
Alan Blankstein graduated from West Virginia University. 
Joshua Butt graduated from Full Sail University in Winter Park, FL, with a BS in Film.  He is planning on moving to Los Angeles 

in the near future and pursuing his goal of becoming a filmmaker. 
Jenny Dudzinski graduated from Rutgers University. 
Shane Gerstein graduated from Towson University with a degree in Accounting. 
Ben Goodman graduated from the University of Massachusetts. 
Jami Krampel graduated in December with a Bachelors Degree cum laude from Fashion Institute of Technology in New York City.  

She is presently working as a creative assistant for Vince Camuto Group in Greenwich, CT. 
Matthew Shankoff graduated from Penn State.  He’s currently working for Price Waterhouse in finance. 
Kevin Tezlaf graduated from Lehigh University with a degree in Engineering.  He was accepted to graduate school at Stanford 

University in CA. 
Abby Walsh graduated from Rider University.  She will be attending NYU for Graduate studies. 
Steven Weinstein graduated from Towson University.  He will be working at Deutsch Bank in computer security. 
 
Post Graduate 
Valerie Goldman received an Master of Arts in Public Policy from American University.  She is working for the Department of 

Commerce in Washington, D.C. 
Lydia Shatkin received a Master of Arts in Teaching English as a Second Language from the University of Arizona.  She plans to 

teach at the post secondary level. 
Sandy Siegel, a Registered Nurse, received a Master of Science in Clinical Research Organization and Management from Drexel 

University, School of Medicine. 
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HEBREW SCHOOL NEWS 
Mark Your Calendar 
Saturday, June 4th – Sisterhood Scholarship Recipients 
Sunday, June 5th - Last Sunday session 
Monday, June 6th - Last day of midweek Hebrew School 
Wednesday, June 8th – School closed in observance of Shavuot  
Wednesday, June 8th – Staff Recognition and Shabbat Service Awards 7:00 PM 

 
Hebrew School Happenings 

Back in March we started collecting tzedakah money for 
Meir Panim to provide nutritious lunches for children in 
Israel.  The students have been diligent at bringing in 
tzedakah.  We have raised $260 and will be able to provide 
47 lunches.  

In May, the Gimel class led services and, as always, did 
an outstanding job.  The evening started with students and 
their families sharing in a Shabbat dinner.  I want to thank 
Josey Kestenbaum for shopping, and both Deborah 
Kesselhaut and Ruth Gallina for setting the dinner up.  Yasha 
koach to Fallon Gross, Cydney Cohn and Ariel Jakubowski 
for preparing the students for the Gimel Class Service. 

Monday, June 6th, is the last session of Hebrew School.  
The Staff Recognition and Service Attendance Awards is on 
Wednesday, June 8th, at 7:00 PM.  It is also Shavuot.  Please 
join us for services, recognition and awards, and a make your 
own ice cream Sunday Oneg.  

Report cards and Kidbitz will be mailed home in late 
June.  The calendar, handbook and back to school forms will 
be available on the website in mid July.  You will receive an 
email with all pertinent information as it gets closer. 

The Rabbi, teachers and I would like to thank the parents 
and students for a terrific year.  Have a wonderful summer, 
we will see you back here before you know it.  

Karen Walsh 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B’NAI MITZVAH RECYCLING PROJECT 
To remind you, the first phase of the project was reusing 

and recycling paper.  The next step of our B’nai Mitzvah 
project, which is recycling in the synagogue, includes 
recycling batteries and ink cartridges.  The batteries and 
printer ink cartridges have recycling containers outside of 
Mrs. Walsh’s office.  The batteries will be transported to our 
dad’s office where they will be recycled.  The printer ink 
cartridges will be recycled by Staples, and the FJCC Office 

will get rebate checks.  These rebate checks can then be used 
to buy office supplies for the Hebrew School.  So, please 
bring in your used printer ink cartridges and batteries and 
place them in the provided containers.  We hope you will 
help us Go Green! 

Thank you, 
Melanie and Brandon Wolff 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

RABBI’S MESSAGE 
(Continued from Page 1) 

And so, with that in mind, I introduce to you a significant 
change in the way we do Friday night services, or part of them 
anyway.  The fact is that for the last several years, attendance at all 
but special Friday services, such as individual class services or 
B’nai/B’not Mitzvah has been declining significantly.  And when 
the weather is bad, we are getting fourteen or fifteen people at 
most.  Not only is the attendance poor, but, frankly, services are 
boring.  There is little singing, everyone is tired, and unlike 
Saturday morning, which is alive and well, thank you, Friday night 
is declining quickly.  On the one hand, we could let it stay this way 
and complain; on the other, given the ability we have to 
experiment, I feel that we must try to do something.  Is what I am 
about to propose the right something?  I don’t know, but after 
speaking with a number of members and with the Board, after 
reading a number of articles about a similar decline in other shuls 
and their solutions, I feel my proposal deserves a chance. 

What I propose is introducing musical accompaniment to the 
first part of the Friday night service, called Kabbalat Shabbat.  On 
Friday, June 3rd, at 7:30 – PROMPTLY  for a change – Mitch 
Clarin and Laurence Shatkin will lead the congregation in the 
service with guitar accompaniment. 

Having said that, know that we are not turning into a Reform 
shul, that I am not leading us down the road to perdition.  The fact 
is that the traditional prohibition against playing musical 
instruments on Shabbat does not apply during the summer months 

since we begin services well before sunset, and Shabbat does not 
technically begin until the end of the Kabbalat Shabbat service.  
We will remain true to the traditional liturgy and not play during 
the last half of the service when Shabbat begins.  Other 
Conservative shuls have introduced instruments into the Friday 
night service – they call these services “Friday Night Live” – with 
great success, dramatically increasing attendance.  We have in our 
shul a number of people who have grown up in a Reform 
congregation and might appreciate having something more 
familiar.  And with Mitch and Laurence, and perhaps others, 
involved, with musical accompaniment, services may become more 
interesting, more engaging.  We will try our instrumental Shabbat 
services once a month for now, and should be able to hold them for 
all but a few months during the winter.  If we discover six months 
or a year from now that the musical accompaniment had little effect 
on service attendance or its quality, we will look at it again and see 
if we want to continue.  But to do nothing, especially given the 
culture of our shul, seems wrong.  If we can reach ten or twenty 
more people, if people walk away from a Friday night service 
feeling energized rather than bored, then I will be satisfied that I 
have accomplished my goal.  We can remain within the parameters 
of Jewish law and make things interesting. 

June 3rd at 7:30.  let’s see what happens.  And thanks to 
Laurence and Mitch for lending their time and talents. 
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Your Gift Case Committee: 
Lois Gross Gayle Neibart 

 

 
 

 

 
 

For those who got a chance to see the FJCC actors and 
actresses in The Good Doctor, and for those who didn't, 

The Good Doctor DVD is now available.  Contact Barb in 
the office for your own personal copy (for $18) to be freshly 

made upon demand.
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BIKUR CHOLIM  
Continuing to share insights from different sources 

about Bikur Cholim, I am sharing this time information 
from The Rabbi Isaac N. Trainin Bikur Cholim 
Coordinating Council in New York: 
 
Bikur Cholim 101: Building Synagogue Visiting 
from the Ground Up 

This presentation is from The 15th Annual Bikur Cholim 
Conference: "In the Company of Hope: Lifting the Spirits 
through Bikur Cholim" on November 10, 2002. 

Presented by Susan J. Rosenthal, LMSW, Co-
Coordinator, National Center for Jewish Healing of the 
JBFCS.  Formerly the JBFCS Social Work Consultant to 
Congregation B’nai Jeshurun, a congregation of 3,000+ 
members in NYC. 

 

While there is nothing more powerful and beautiful than 
the individual act of bikur cholim, visiting an ill person, a 
synagogue community needs a structure through which it can 
potentiate, hold and channel all the good intentions of its 
members.  Like the building guidelines for the Mishkan, 
found in our Torah, each community can benefit from 

developing a structure tailored to its specific needs.  
Participants are encouraged to explore the basic 
components of this structure, the tailoring process, 
different approaches communities have used and ways 
of addressing obstacles.  Bring your experience, 
obstacles and accomplishments. 

 
There has been interest expressed from many of our new 

committee members that there be some sessions to offer 
education and training to help them feel at ease in doing 
hospital visits.  To that end, I have had some wonderful 
experts agree to help out, and it is shaping up to be a 
wonderful series of speakers, learning sessions and support 
activities.  Please get in touch with me with days and times, 
as well as dates that are not good for you, and with 
information you would really like to learn about as I am now 
in the planning stages.  

Not yet involved with Bikur Cholim and want to get 
involved with performing this mitzvah?  It takes just a couple 
of hours on a Friday, three to four times per year.  Just drop 
me a line. 

Sharon Frant Brooks 
 

June 5 Sara Shenker 
June 12 Nomi Forman 
June 19 John Fellin 
June 26 Antje Doyle 

�
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FEDERATION NEWS 
JEWISH LIFE  (Learning is For Everyone) 

Jewish LIFE thanks everyone who attended programs and supported Jewish LIFE this year.  The new season of the Jewish LIFE 
Festival of Books and Culture will be announced in the Fall. 
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DONATIONS 
Todah rabah to all those who made donations to: 
BUILDING FUND 
· Vivian & Fred Daniel: 

· For a mazel tov to Rachel and Josh Kalafer on the 
birth of their twins sons, Tristan and Elliot 

· For a mazel tov to Suzanne and Steve Kalafer on the 
birth of their twin grandsons 

· Nomi & Jack Forman: 
· In memory of Ethel Weiner, beloved mother of Lois 

Butt 
· For a mazel tov to Ethan Gertzman on the occasion of 

his Bar Mitzvah 
· For a mazel tov to Suzanne and Steve Kalafer on the 

birth of their grandsons, Tristan and Elliot 
· Marsha & Zel Gerstein: 

· For the yahrzeit of Sol Gerstein, Zel’s beloved father 
· For a complete and speedy recovery to Alan Goodman 
· For a complete and speedy recovery to Grace 

Goodman 
· In memory of Ethel Weiner, beloved mother of Lois 

Butt 
· For a complete and speedy recovery to Stan Weinstein 
· For a complete and speedy recovery to Jim Fox 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
· Josy & Bruce Kestenbaum for the yahrzeit of Rachel 

Shemesh, Josy’s beloved aunt 
· Tamara Norman in honor of her aliyah during Passover 
· Judy Nussbaum & Marv Gelblat: 

· In honor of the graduation of Michael Goldman 
from Hunterdon County Regional High School 

· In honor of Valerie Goldman’s graduation from 
college 

· Suzanne & Fred Rothstein in memory of Ethel Weiner, 
beloved mother of Lois Butt 

· Sharon & Ira Siegel in honor of their granddaughter, 
Leah Kleiman, reading Torah 

· Betty Welt in memory of Alan Stolpen, her beloved 
son-in-law 

PRAYER BOOK FUND 
· Malka & Alan Goodman: 

· For a mazel tov to Ethan Gertzman on the occasion 
of his Bar Mitzvah 

· For a mazel tov to Michelle Cohn being honored as 
Woman of the Year 

· For a mazel tov to the Wetstein Family on the 
naming of Sydney Noa 

· Phyllis & Chester Ringel in memory of their dear friend, 
Alan Stolpen 

· Geneva & Steven Ringel in memory of their dear friend, 
Alan Stolpen 

KIDDUSH FUND 
· Sarah & Rich Frank: 

· In memory of Wanda Hochbaum, beloved mother 
of Risa Moran 

· For a mazel tov to the Gertzman Family on the 
simcha of Ethan’s Bar Mitzvah 

GENERAL FUND 
· Lesley Cohen & Cliff Lee in memory of Ethel Weiner, 

beloved mother of Lois Butt 
· Marilyn & Melvin Dvoor in memory of Kate Silver, 

beloved mother of Linda Finkle 
· Marlene, Shari, Carol & June Dvoor: 

· In memory of Ethel Weiner, beloved mother of 
Lois Butt 

· For the yahrzeit of Jacob Dvoor, their beloved 
grandfather 

· In memory of Wanda Hochbaum, beloved mother 
of Risa Moran 

· Lori & Harry Findley for a mazel tov to the Gertzman 
family on the simcha of Ethan’s Bar Mitzvah 

· Ilse Fuchs in memory of Alan Stolpen, beloved husband 
of Roni 

· Eden Gusewelle in memory of Alan Stolpen, beloved 
husband of Roni 

· Debbie & Alan Hylton: 
· In memory of Lori Ollwerther 
· For a mazel tov to Judy and Paul Schneiderman for 

being honored by Israeli Bonds and the Hunterdon 
Jewish Community 

· For a mazel tov to Ruth and Manny Wolf for being 
honored by Israeli Bonds and the Hunterdon 
County Jewish Community 

· For a mazel tov to Sara Resnick, Ted, Carl and 
Marty for being honored by Chabad of Hunterdon 
County 

· Rose & Ed Mehrlust: 
· In honor of the baby naming of Sydney Noa 

Wetstein 
· In honor of Sandy Siegel obtaining a Masters 

Degree in Clinical Trial Research 
· Jami & Charles Miller for the yahrzeit of Louis 

Rosenbrock, Jami’s beloved father 
· Bruce Moskovitz & John Fellin in memory of Ethel 

Weiner, beloved mother of Lois Butt 
· Judy Nussbaum & Marv Gelblat in memory of Ethel 

Weiner, beloved mother of Lois Butt 
· Helen & Henry Posner for a mazel tov to Cathie and Art 

Wetstein on the baby naming of Sydney Noa 
· Nancy & Laurence Shatkin in memory of Ethel Weiner, 

beloved mother of Lois Butt 
· Roni Stolpen for the yahrzeit of Sylvia Stolpen, her 

beloved mother-in-law 
· Ilene & Stanley Weinstein: 

· For a mazel tov to Suzanne and Steve Kalafer on 
the birth of their twin grandsons 

· For a mazel tov to Sarah and Rich Frank on the 
wedding of their daughter, Alissa 

· Alice & Hoard Welt in memory of Alan Stolpen, 
beloved husband of Roni 



 9

SCHNEIDERMAN MEMORIAL HOLOCAUST 
EDUCATION FUND  
· Suzanne & Norman Schneiderman in memory of 

Wanda Hochbaum, beloved mother of Risa Moran 
PENNY FUND (Ruth Wolf & Eleanor Berkowitz, the Penny 
Ladies) 
· Ruth & Manny Wolf: 

· In honor of the entire group who treated us to such 
good food and delightful entertainment at the 
Mother’s Day Dinner 

· To Jenna Nifoussi and Courtney Shiffman for the 
kindness they showed to Ruth 

· In memory of Wanda Hochbaum, beloved mother 
of Risa Moran 

· In honor of Pearl Levine’s birthday 
· In honor of Alana and Lester’s anniversary 

· Pearl & Milt Levine: 
· In memory of Ethel Weiner, Lois Butt’s beloved 

mother 
· In memory of Wanda Hochbaum 
· For a joyous honor to their grandson, Kevin Tezlaf, 

graduating from Lehigh University 
· In honor of their grandson, Scott Tezlaf, graduating 

and opening his tutoring school in Flemington 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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PARSHIYOT SUMMARIES FOR JUNE   
Courtesy of Torah from Dixie, Inc. at TFDIXIE.COM�

Parshat Nasso – June 4, 2011 
Parshat Nasso (Numbers 4:21-7:89) continues where last 

week's portion left off, delineating the responsibilities and tasks 
of the three Levite families - Gershon and Merari this week, 
Kehat last week - and counting all of the Levites who were of 
age to serve in the Mishkan (Tabernacle).  After Hashem 
commands Moses to purify the camp so that it will be a worthy 
home for the Divine presence, the Torah describes the process 
to be carried out with a Sotah, a wife who was warned by her 
husband not to seclude herself with another man and was 
subsequently found doing so, providing good reason to suspect 
her of adultery.  She is taken to the Kohen (priest) in the 
Temple and, if she doesn't admit her guilt, given sacred bitter 
waters to drink which will lead to one of two results: The 
waters will either establish her innocence, removing any doubt 
from her husband's mind by blessing her with children, or the 
waters will prove her guilt through a miraculous, grotesque 
death.  The Torah then describes the laws of the Nazir, a person 
who has voluntarily accepted upon himself to adopt a special 
state of holiness, usually for thirty days, by abstaining from 
eating or drinking any grape products, from taking a haircut, 
and from becoming contaminated through contact with a 
corpse.  After relating the blessings by which the Kohanim 
(priests) will bless the people, the Torah portion concludes with 
a lengthy listing of the offerings brought by each of the twelve 
tribal leaders during the dedication of the Mishkan for regular 
use.  Each prince makes a communal gift to help transport the 
Mishkan, as well as donating gifts of gold, silver, animal, and 
meal offerings. 

 
Parshat Beha'alotcha – June 11, 2011 

Parshat Beha'alotcha (Numbers 8:1-12:16) begins by 
briefly discussing the daily lighting of the golden menorah in 
the Mishkan (Tabernacle), followed by a description of the 
Levites' consecration ritual.  The Torah then describes the 
celebration of Passover in the second year in the desert, 
complete with the bringing of the korban Pesach (Paschal 
lamb).  Those who are tamei (ritually impure) on the regular 
date of Passover and therefore unable to participate in the 
offering, are commanded to celebrate Pesach Sheni, a quasi-
Passover celebration held one month later, at which time the 
korban Pesach is eaten with matzah and bitter herbs.  After 
mentioning the cloud and fire which alternated resting above 
the Mishkan, the Torah describes the standard procedure by 
which the Children of Israel would break camp to continue their 
travels in the desert.  Soon after leaving Mt. Sinai and 
journeying to the Wilderness of Paran, the people begin a series 
of bitter complaints.  Spurred by the erev rav (the "mixed 
multitude" who joined the Jewish people upon leaving Egypt), 
the Children of Israel are dissatisfied with the manna, their daily 
miraculous portion of heavenly bread.  As Moses begins to 
despair, Hashem commands him to select seventy elders to 
form the Sanhedrin, the court that would assist him in leading 
the nation.  Almost immediately, two of the newly elected 
members announce a prophecy in the camp.  Hashem sends a 
massive flock of quail which the people gather to eat; those who 
had complained about the lack of food overstuff themselves and 
die during this supernatural event.  The portion concludes with 
Miriam's speaking lashon hara (slander) to Aaron about their 
brother Moses.  She is punished by Hashem with tzaraat (a skin 

disease representative of a spiritual shortcoming) and is 
quarantined outside the camp for seven days. 

 
Parshat Shelach – June 18, 2011 

Parshat Shelach (Numbers 13:1-15:40) begins with the 
pivotal incident of the spies' bad report about the land of Israel.  
As the Jewish people prepare to enter the land of Israel, they 
send twelve eminent leaders to survey the Promised Land, ten 
of whom return and deliver a bad report to the people, claiming 
that it would be impossible for the Jewish people to conquer the 
powerful nations living there.  Refusing to listen to Caleb and 
Joshua's good report, the entire nation cries and complains 
throughout a night of total hysteria.  Hashem threatens the 
Jewish people with extermination, at which point Moses pleas 
successfully that they not be totally annihilated.  Even so, 
Hashem declares that they would be punished with forty years 
of wandering in the desert, during which time that entire 
generation would die out.  Realizing their grave error, a group 
insists on advancing into the land immediately, against 
Hashem's will, and is wiped out by the notorious nations of 
Amalek and Canaan.  The Torah then shifts gears to describe 
the wine libations which would accompany many of the 
korbanot (offerings) brought in the Mishkan (Tabernacle).  
After teaching the details of challah - not to be confused with 
the bread we eat on Shabbat, this refers to the portion to be 
separated from every batch of dough and given to a Kohen 
(priest) – the Torah mentions several laws dealing with the 
prohibition of idol worship, and the unfortunate case of the man 
who received the death penalty for desecrating Shabbat.  
Parshat Shelach concludes with the third paragraph of the 
Shema prayer containing the mitzvah to wear tzitzit, the fringes 
which serve as a constant reminder to us of Hashem and His 
commandments.  

 
Parshat Korach – June 25, 2011 

Parshat Korach (Numbers 16:1-18:32) begins with the 
famous rebellion led by Korach against his cousins, Moses 
and Aaron, claiming that the two of them had usurped power 
from the rest of the Jewish people.  After attempting to 
convince the rebels to retreat, Moses tells the dissenters and 
Aaron to offer up ketoret (incense) to Hashem, the 
acceptance of which would determine who is the chosen 
leader.  At Moses' request to Hashem, the earth miraculously 
opens up and swallows the leaders of the rebellion, and a 
flame comes forth to consume the other antagonists.  When 
the survivors complain about the mass death, Hashem 
threatens to destroy them too; once again Moses and Aaron 
intervene, using the ketoret service to prevent the demise of 
the complainers by a plague.  In this way, and through the 
wondrous blossoming of Aaron's staff from amongst those 
of the other tribal heads, they were proven to be the chosen 
leaders.  Aaron's role as the Kohen gadol (high priest) is 
reiterated, and the Torah describes the gifts to be given to 
the Kohanim (priests) as a reward for their service in the 
Mishkan (tabernacle), including the right to eat certain 
portions from the korbanot (offerings).  The Levites are also 
to be rewarded for their dedication by receiving ma'aser, or 
one tenth, of all crops produced by the Jewish people. 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
  1 - Robin Cichy 
 - Barry Horwitz 
 - Jesse Liebross 
 - William Rosen 
  2 - Joshua Butt 
 - Nathan Lefkow 
  3 - David Levine 
  4 - Dina Klepner 
  5 - Lisa Martin 
 - Jocelyn Pollack 
  6 - Joan Rogow 
  7 - Jeffrey Alexander 
  8 - Selma Silberman 
10 - Josy Kestenbaum 
11 - Emily Clarin 

11 - Rachel Farber 
 - Scott Gerstein 
 - Josh Kates 
13 - Lenore Levine 
 - Andrea Maranca 
14 - Bradley Searles 
 - Craig Sirota 
15 - Isabella Cichy 
 - Ilene Weinstein 
 - Mark Weinstein 
16 - Antje Doyle 
 - Andrea Wissner 
17 - Neila Green 
18 - Perri Searles 
 - Ronit Zilberboim 

19 - Dan Gross 
 - Barry Mittler 
20 - Mark Reich 
21 - Raphael Cohen 
22 - Aaron Frank 
 - Benjamin Lazarus 
 - Scott Schipper 
 - Ruth Wolf 
23 - Susan Liebowitz 
25 - Ira Arden 
26 - Harry Findley 
 - Sydney Jordan Kippelman 
 - Marjorie Rednor 
29 - Jack Forman 
 - Brandon Hubert 

 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
  1 - Joan & Milton Rosen 
  4 - Mona & Dein Shapiro 
  5 - Joyce & Scott Schindler 
  6 - Phyllis Lerner & Rabbi Evan Jaffe  
 - Amy & Charles Levin 
  7 - Susan & Steven Klauz 
  8 - Nancy & Laurence Shatkin 
10 - Judy & Paul Schneiderman 
11 - Shellie & Marvin Jacobson 
12 - Rhonda Krupen & Howard Goldin 
13 - Stacey Gould & Richard Goodman 
 - Judy & Michael Horwitz 
 - Suzanne & Steve Kalafer 
15 - Donna & Ricky Braff 

17 - Andrea & Scott Byne 
18 - Sharon & Austin Rednor 
 - Staci & Scott Schipper 
 - Sharon & Ken Skowronek 
19 - Leah & Steven Greenstein 
 - Sue & Steve Rubin 
 - Nancy & Frank Rumore 
20 - Cathie & Art Wetstein 
22 - Helen & Neil Pollack 
24 - Sue Ann & Josh Kates 
25 - Mindy & Eliot Friedman 
26 - Elise & Phillip Franklin 
 - Marilyn Norinsky & William Rovensky 
30 - Melissa & David Gropper 

 

JUNE YAHRZEIT OBSERVANCES 
  2 - Saul Weisser 
  4 - Morton Engle 
  5 - Rabbi Jeffrey Weisblatt 
  6 - Hyman Chantz 
 - Emanuel Salzberg 
 - Nancy Taub 
  7 - Irving Kay 
  8 - Julia Affrime 
 - Harry Arcus 
 - Abram Kaplan 
 - Charles Levinston 
  9 - Natale Formica 
 - Irving Kaplan 
 - Dan Richman 
10 - Joseph Arden 
 - Sylvia Spiegel 
12 - Nicholas Goldman 
 - Jennie Goldstein 
 - Jacob Resnick 
 - Lillian Weinstein 
13 - Moses Auerbach 

13 - Millie Orlin  
15 - Gus Goodman 
 - Rita Kuchinsky 
 - Austin Kutscher 
 - Rebecca Landau 
 - Stanley Strober 
16 - Flora Jacobson 
 - Isadore Kanter 
 - Abe Norinsky 
17 - Harold Levin 
 - Bessie Triber 
 - Harriet Wolfson 
18 - Yetta Fersht 
 - Pauline Sage 
 - Ira Stolpen 
19 - Tekla Daniel 
20 - Lena Seligman 
 - Bernard Weschler 
21 - Ida Brody 
 - Harry Camerman 
 - Norbert Hubert 

21 - Arthur Pressman 
 - Mary Levine Sacks 
22 - Kenneth Ellentuch 
23 - Newton Brooks 
 - Edith Hylton 
 - Abraham Lieberman 
 - Shirley Shiffman 
 - Mildred Stempler 
 - Edith Weinstein 
25 - Shirley Richman 
26 - Milton Asher 
27 - Jennie Levine 
28 - Abram Kazman 
 - Jean Levine 
 - Abraham Mondshein 
29 - Jordan Gross 
 - Harriet Nemeth 
30 - Anita Berger 
 - Kurt Hillman

 

Yahrzeit candles are lit the night before the yahrzeit is observed. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: If your birthday, anniversary or yahrzeit information is missing or incorrect, please bring or mail your information 
to the FJCC office, or email it to Flo Newrock so it can be included in future bulletins. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Tzedakah is always “in season.”  If you have an event 
coming up such as an anniversary, a birthday, a yahrzeit, 
etc., it’s a mitzvah to contribute to your favorite fund.  You 

can send your check to the FJCC with a note telling us 
where you would like the money used, or call one of the 
following people.  Do a mitzvah; send a donation. 

Gift Shop Lois Gross 
 Gayle Neibart 
Hebrew School Karen Walsh 
Library Lois Gross 
Nursery School Jane Wasserman 
Prayer Books & Pentateuchs FJCC Office 
Shmuel F. Frand Memorial Holocaust 
Education Fund 

Sharon Brooks 

Sunshine Cards Marsha Gerstein 
 Carolyn Goldman 
Trees For Israel Eleanor Berkowitz 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

WHITEHOUSE TAXI, serving Hunterdon, Somerset 
and Warren Counties.  Available seven days a week 
for service to all airports, trains and malls.  Call 908-
534-8677.  If you say you’ve been referred by the 
FJCC, the synagogue will receive a rebate. 

CHESAR PRODUCTIONS, party planning specialists, 
will donate 10% for every booking.  Call (908) 313-
7394 or visit their Party Supply Store at ChesarPro.com, 
and mention #12. 
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Tutoring: Reading, Writing, Study Skills��
Adah Radzin, MA ABD 
aradzin@comcast.net 

908-788-1083 
Reading Specialist 

Learning Disabilities Teacher Consultant 
Discount for Synagogue Members 

5% of Proceeds will be donated to FJCC 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
June 1 Yom Yerushalayim 
June 4 Sisterhood Scholarship Awards 
June 6 BINGO 
June 7 Erev Shavuot 
June 8 & 9 Shavuot 
 Shabbat Service & Staff Recognition 
June 11 Bat Mitzvah of Marjorie Rednor 
June 13 BINGO 
June 18 Bat Mitzvah of Phoebe Stein 
June 27 BINGO 

July 11 BINGO 
July 18 BINGO 
July 19 Fast of Tammuz 
August 1 BINGO 
August 8 BINGO 
August 9 Tisha B’Av 
August 13 Bar Mitzvah of Brandon Wolff 
 Bat Mitzvah of Melanie Wolff 
August 22 BINGO 
August 29 BINGO 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ONEG/KIDDUSH/BAGEL NOSH SPONSORSHIP 
ONEG  Sponsor KIDDUSH Sponsor 
June 3  June 4 Hebrew School 
June 10 Rednor Family in honor of Marjorie’s Bat 

Mitzvah 
June 11 Rednor Family in honor of Marjorie’s Bat 

Mitzvah 
June 17 Stein Family in honor of Phoebe’s Bat Mitzvah June 18 Stein Family in honor of Phoebe’s Bat Mitzvah 
June 24 Sisterhood June 25 Forman Family for the auf ruf of their son, Zev 

 

If you would like to sponsor ongei Shabbat or kiddushim at the FJCC, please call 782-6410 or email Lori at the FJCC office 
(office@flemingtonjcc.org).  Last minute sponsors may not necessarily appear in the above calendar. 
 

 
Do you like to shop?  The Kiddush Committee is looking for a few willing and able shoppers for weekly Kiddush 
sponsors.  Do you like to plan meals?  The Kiddush Committee is looking for members to put together a practical 
Package 3 alternative to offer for weekly Kiddush sponsors.  Call Marilynn Norinsky to volunteer. 
 

ShopRite of Flemington has kosher cut up fruit that doesn’t need to be pre-ordered. 
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