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Before beginning my message, I want to thank Mitch Clarin and Laurence 

Shatkin for “taking the plunge” and leading us in our first ever Erev Shabbat service 
with instruments.  They performed with great skill and enthusiasm and really brought 
our often less than exciting Friday night service to life.  Attendance was also up a bit.  
In our continuing quest to boost attendance, we are also changing the time of our 
Friday night service to 7:00 PM, beginning July 1st; we hope to attract more of our 
younger families who feel that with our present start time, services run too late to 
bring their children.  Again, we will start at 7:00 on Erev Shabbat from now on.  Our 
next instrumental service will be on July 15th. 

I also want to thank our honorees, Ruth and Manny Wolf and Judy and Paul 
Schneiderman, for allowing us to honor them at our first Israel Bond event in seven 
years.  The event drew about seventy people, the other two area rabbis, Kornfeld and 
Forman, and more than $90,000 worth of bonds were purchased.  A thank you, as 
well, to Michael Wolf for his assistance. 

Finally, thanks to David Goldman for many years of doing our recycling, and 
again to Carol Wolf and Sandy Siegel for carrying the torch for Sisterhood and 
keeping it afloat these past two years.  I wish our incoming presidents, Deborah 
Kesselhaut and Brooke Liebowitz every success as they embark on their co-
presidency. 

My message traditionally for these final two months in the Jewish year has been 
the essays of our Sisterhood Scholarship recipients.  This year I’m pleased to 
announce that six students met our requirements: attending services an average of 
once a month, attending at least 16 Hebrew High classes a year from 8th – 11th grade, 
and twelve classes in 12th grade.  The students must also write a 1000 word essay 
completing the sentence “I am a Jew because…”  Nearly all of our recipients have 
tutored pre B’nai/B’not Mitzvah students, served as teachers’ aides, read Torah or 
Haftarah on Shabbat and on the High Holydays, and served as wonderful role models 
for our younger students.  Each class has its own particular personality, and about this 
class I can say that they were among the closest and most consistent I have taught.  
Every Wednesday night for five years they showed up without much encouragement 
from me and we studied, laughed, learned and hung out together like family.  I 

consider their essays to be a kind of report card on how well we are doing educating our students; I invite you to read these essays, learn 
about our graduating seniors and see how well we are doing.  They were a wonderful class. 

Each of our students received a $500 scholarship, and the FJCC Sisterhood members are to be thanked for their fundraising efforts 
that make the scholarship possible. 

 

I AM A JEW BECAUSE…  
Jennifer Jennis 

I am a Jew because Judaism does not seek to hide from the world, but rather to engage with it and improve upon it.  I have always embraced 
my religion and the fact that I am different from the majority of people.  I was always the first one to announce to my classmates and teachers 
that I was Jewish and to share my knowledge, opinions, and experiences with them.  Even though some people would make fun of me or say 
inappropriate comments, I never felt the need to hide the fact that I’m Jewish.  Being Jewish made me feel special and unique, and I could not be 
more proud of it.  It set me apart from my peers; however that’s what made me want to embrace it even more. 
 (See Scholarship Essays Page 5) 
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SISTERHOOD CO-PRESIDENTS CORNER 
From the Outgoing Co-Presidents 

Congratulations to Brooke Liebowitz and Deborah 
Kesselhaut on becoming co-presidents of Sisterhood.  Let’s 
rally behind them to make Sisterhood an important influence 
at the FJCC supporting both youth and adult events.  We 
look forward to exciting programming from Sisterhood in 
the up-coming year.  

We would also like to thank everyone who has 
supported us in the past two years.  We could not have done 
it without your backing.  In passing the torch, we hope to 
provide both assistance and wisdom to our new co-
presidents! 

B’Shalom, 
Carol and Sandy 

 
From the Incoming Co-Presidents 

As we begin our journey as Sisterhood Co-Presidents, 
we’d like to say thank you to everyone for all the 
encouragement and support we’ve received so far. 

We held our first meeting on June 14.  The turnout was 
gratifying, and we're appreciative of everyone who 

attended.  We give special thanks to Sandy and Carol for 
their leadership and guidance as outgoing Sisterhood Co-
Presidents.  At the meeting, we discussed exciting events 
and projects for the upcoming year.  We also began what 
will hopefully be an ongoing conversation about 
participation, goals, and making Sisterhood relevant to the 
women of our congregation at every age and stage of life.   

If you used to be more active in Sisterhood, now is the 
right time to come back and enjoy an event, participate in a 
meeting, or give us a call to say hello.  If you are a current 
member, your ongoing guidance and experience is valuable 
for both continuity and innovation.    

And for those of you who’ve never “done the 
Sisterhood thing” – please join us as we discover what 
Sisterhood means to the women of the FJCC today, and what 
we can become as we move forward together.  

Thanks again to everyone for their help in ensuring that 
Sisterhood remains an active and vital force at the FJCC. 

Have an enjoyable and relaxing summer.   
B'Shalom, 

Brooke and Deborah 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ABOUT THE HOLIDAYS 
THE FAST DAYS  

17th DAY OF TAMMUZ 
On Tuesday, July 19th, we observe the fast of the 17th 

day of Tammuz, which marks the first breach in the walls of 
Jerusalem during the Babylonian siege.  The siege led 
ultimately to the destruction of Jerusalem and the First 
Temple in 586 B.C.E.  For this fast, one is required to 
abstain from eating and drinking from dawn until nightfall. 

The 17th day of Tammuz inaugurates a three-week 
period of semi-mourning.  During this time no weddings or 
festive occasions are permitted.  Additionally, from the 1st of 
Av to the 8th of Av, it is customary to abstain from meat or 
wine (except on Sabbath) and not to purchase or put on new 
clothing. 

 

TISHA B'AV 
On Tuesday, August 9th, we observe the fast of Tisha 

B'Av, the ninth day of Av.  Traditionally, it is considered the 
saddest day in the Jewish calendar.  It is the day on which 
we commemorate the many tragedies that have befallen our 
people during the centuries: the destruction of both Temples 
in Jerusalem, the exile of most Jews from their land, the 
decree ordering the expulsion of the Jews from Spain.  One 
is supposed to abstain from eating or drinking for the entire 
twenty-five hour period and to abstain from washing or 
bathing, sexual relations and the wearing of leather shoes.  
On the Eve of Tisha B'Av it is customary to gather at the 
synagogue and recite the Book of Lamentations while sitting 
on the floor or on low stools.  The lights are dimmed and all 
synagogue decorations are removed.  The following day 
kinot or dirges are recited until midday. 

 
The FJCC will hold services on both Erev Tisha B'Av and on Tisha B'Av day.  The fast begins at 8:03 PM on Monday, August 8th, 
with services at 8:45 PM, and on Tuesday morning, August 9th, at 7:00 AM with Mincha at 7:30 PM and Maariv at 8:52 PM.  
Break fast will be at 8:52 PM.  Please plan to attend. 
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AROUND THE SYNAGOGUE 
BINGO VOLUNTEERS 
I would like to thank those who helped make BINGO such a success in June. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

YAD SQUAD 
We wish a yasha co’ach to those who read Torah in June: 
Torah: Jessica Neibart, Nathan Treinish and Jeremy Weisblatt 
Haftarah: Michael Goldman, Harry Rapkin and Jeremy Weisblatt 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAZEL TOV TO: 
· Marlene & Neal Wolff on the B’nai Mitzvah of their 

children, Melanie and Brandon 
REFUAH SHLEMAH TO: 
· Jerry Atlast 
· Michelle Cohn 
· Leslie Dudzinski 
· Jenn Fine 

· Zel Gerstein 
· Grace Goodman 
· Sarah Resnick 
· Ethan Rosen 
· Adina Rothfeld 
· Ruth Wolf 

 
 

 

 

 
 

For those who got a chance to see the FJCC actors 
and actresses in The Good Doctor, and for those who 

didn't, The Good Doctor DVD is now available.  
Contact Barb in the office for your own personal 
copy (for $18) to be freshly made upon demand.
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HEBREW SCHOOL NEWS 
Hebrew School Happenings 

At this time, as I do each summer, I reflect over the 
school year.  I have been here a long time and find this 
exercise beneficial and productive.  It gives me the 
opportunity to identify the year's strengths and weaknesses, 
set new goals and get energized for the year to come. 

This year we welcomed a new teacher, Mr. Katz, who 
was an asset to the teaching staff.  He prepared the students 
for services, and worked well with the teachers and 
assistants.  I am pleased to say that Mr. Katz will be 
returning next year.  On a bittersweet note, Fallon Gross, 
who has served the FJCC Hebrew School for the past seven 
years, will not be returning as she is moving to Baltimore this 
summer.  We wish her well on her pursuits, and I will miss 
popping in her classroom.  Her energy, enthusiasm and love 
of teaching will be missed by all.  

The teachers and I met last week to talk about the year 
and we agreed that we, as a staff, seemed most cohesive and 
were pleased with the way our Sunday and midweek 
programming developed over the year.  

The education committee recruited homeroom parents 
this year to assist with tasks during the year.  I would like to 
give a shout out to Josy Kestenbaum, Helen Pollack, Kelley 
Ellenberg and Doreen Frank for coordinating programs and 
creating a classroom culture that is taking on a life of its own. 

Shabbat programs were well attended this year.  We had 
a core group of "regulars" at each Tot Shabbat.  The rabbi 
and I particularly enjoyed Tot Shabbat this year, mostly due 
to the consistency in attendance and the enthusiasm of the 
students.  Jr. Congregation was also well attended, and the 
Hebrew High students did an excellent job working with the 
participants each time. 

Shabbat attendance in general was up from years past.  I 
found it very rewarding compiling the data from the Service 
Attendance since many students (more than previously) 
attended the minimum number of Shabbat services.  I also 
noticed that more Hebrew High students exceeded their 
minimum requirements.  

The tutors and teacher assistants were as strong as ever, 
working well as a group and independently, assisting in the 
classroom, creating bulletin boards, complementing 
programs and leading by example.  

Our tzedakah curriculum was a success (thank you Ally 
Rovensky for your creative ideas), and the students learned 
about food justice in the classroom by collecting food, hands 
on food delivery in Bala Cynwyd, and raising money to 
purchase lunches for children in Israel.  We will continue 
developing the food justice study for one more year.  

I want to thank the rabbi for his energy and guidance; he 
teaches by example.  I want to thank Barbara Clarin, 
Deborah Kesselhaut, Lois Gross, Saul Katz and Lori Rapkin 
for an outstanding year.  The school could not run without 
the support of Lori Findley, Barbara Wisniewski and Kimi 
Mittler.  In addition I would like to thank Michelle Cohn and 
the Education Committee for their guidance over the year.  

Last, but not least, I want to thank the parents and 
students for a successful year.  

I have switched to summer hours and can usually be 
found in the office on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
although it does vary from week to week.  The best way to 
reach me is via email, kwalsh@flemingtonjcc.org, and then I 
will follow up with you. 

Karen Walsh 

���������	

����
�������
��������

������
�������������	

����
�������
��������

������
�������������	

����
�������
��������

������
�������������	

����
�������
��������

������
����� ���
The RP fee will appear on your July statement.  Please submit RP fee by August 15th.  The updated Handbook and calendar, as 
well as forms will be on the website mid July.  All forms are due back by August 15th.  
 

���������������� Sunday �������� Monday �������� Tuesday �������� Wednesday �������� Thursday ��������

Gan 9:15-11:30     
Alef 9:15-11:30     
Bet 9:15-11:30     
Gimel  4:30-6:15  4:30-6:15  
Dalet  4:30-6:15  4:30-6:15  
Hay  4:30-6:15  4:30-6:15  
Vav  4:30-6:15  4:30-6:15  
BB Mitzvah    6:30-7:45  
HH8 (first three Tuesdays)   7:00-8:15   
HH9 (1st three Thursdays)     5:45-7:00 
HH10 (first three Mondays)  6:30-7:45    
HH11/12 (first three Wednesdays)   5:45-7:00   

��
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B’NAI MITZVAH RECYCLING PROJECT 
To remind you, the first phase of the project was reusing 

and recycling paper.  The next step of our B’nai Mitzvah 
project, which is recycling in the synagogue, includes 
recycling batteries and ink cartridges.  The batteries and 
printer ink cartridges have recycling containers outside of 
Mrs. Walsh’s office.  The batteries will be transported to our 
dad’s office where they will be recycled.  The printer ink 
cartridges will be recycled by Staples, and the FJCC Office 

will get rebate checks.  These rebate checks can then be used 
to buy office supplies for the Hebrew School.  So, please 
bring in your used printer ink cartridges and batteries and 
place them in the provided containers.  We hope you will 
help us Go Green! 

Thank you, 
Melanie and Brandon Wolff 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SCHOLARSHIP ESSAYS 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Judaism has connected me not only with my immediate 
family but also with my extended family.  Due to all the 
holidays and celebrations in the Jewish religion, I am able to 
see my entire extended family throughout the year.  It is 
something we all have in common; therefore we have similar 
experiences and stories to tell each other.  We have come 
across some of the same prejudice, as well as the same 
compliments which enable us to relate to and support one 
another.  It is a way for us to bond, and even though we all 
live in different parts of the country we all come together 
because of the special milestones in life we go through being 
Jewish.  Judaism has also connected me with my immediate 
family.  We do almost everything together, and being Jewish 
allowed us to spend so many special moments together.  
Small moments like Shabbat dinners and services, as well as 
big moments like Bar and Bat Mitzvahs.  Both my mother 
and father came from very religious families, however they 
did not continue that tradition into their own family.  Their 
philosophy was to give their children all the opportunities 
and experiences Judaism has to offer, ultimately letting each 
child make their own decision.  Their choice to raise my 
brother and me in that fashion allowed us to experience 
everything but not feel forced into anything.  We enjoy the 
freedom we have to take whatever we want from our 
religion. 

One opportunity that my parents gave me was the 
privilege to attend Hebrew School at the FJCC.  This 
couldn’t have been a more amazing experience.  I joined 
when I was in third grade and was immediately welcomed 
by both the staff and my classmates.  I had learned so much 
throughout the years and really enjoyed the history and 
customs that were associated with our religion.  After 
learning how to read Hebrew I grew a strong interest for it 
and a pleasure in practicing.  As the years kept going, not 
only did I learn more, but our bond as a class grew closer.  
When everyone became a Bar and Bat Mitzvah, we had 
become a second family.  We had spent time together 
outside of a school setting and really got to know each other 
on a different level.  This continued throughout our years in 
Hebrew High when we all decided to continue with our 
education.  Every time I came to Hebrew School I felt for 
that time period I was living in a special place secluded from 
the outside world.  Just like I did with my family, we had 
bonded over similar interest and experiences that each one of 
us had gone through being Jewish.  I feel so lucky to have 
met each and every one of my classmates and could not have 
asked for a better group of people.  The memories we have 

shared together and the friendships we have made will 
hopefully last for a lifetime. 

Another opportunity I was offered was the opportunity 
to have a Bat Mitzvah.  Even though the studying was hard 
and sometimes very stressful it was all worth it.  Becoming a 
Bat Mitzvah meant a lot to me.  I learned so much 
throughout the whole process which I strive to continue with 
and improve upon as I grow in my Jewish adulthood.  I 
learned how to be disciplined and really work hard for 
something that means so much to my family and me.  I 
learned how to be self-assured and perform in front of a 
crowd of people which taught me how to be more confident 
with myself and my capabilities.  Through my Bat Mitzvah 
project I learned how important it is to give back to other 
people and how my services, big or small, can really make a 
difference to someone.  After becoming a Jewish adult I 
have realized that I not only can give back by doing 
volunteer work but also by just doing something good for 
someone else; whether it’s completing a minyan or teaching 
a student. 

Due to all the opportunities Judaism has to offer, I have 
been able to make my own decisions with what I do with 
them.  Because I have been able to make my own choices 
about my religious practices, I have felt in control of my 
decisions.  I have chosen to tutor children younger than me 
for their Bar and Bat Mitzvahs which enabled me to watch 
them grow while I support and help them through the same 
experiences I had to go through.  I enjoy going to services, 
whether it is with my family, friends or even by myself. 

I have grown so much throughout all of my experiences 
being a part of the Jewish community, and it has taught me 
to be proud of my Jewish identity and embrace all the 
opportunities and lessons it teaches.  I have become more 
spiritual, more confident and more generous.  The Jewish 
religion has shaped who I am today and I want to continue 
learning and engaging with the culture and religion to 
hopefully improve upon myself and the world around me. 
 
Michael Goldman  

I am a Jew because, halachically speaking, my mother 
is Jewish.  Thus, no matter what I do or how I behave, I am 
legally Jewish.  However, it is more than just that.  I am a 
Jew because I choose to be.  I choose to make Judaism an 
important part of my life. 

Ever since I can remember, I’ve gone to services at the 
FJCC regularly.  For me, a big part of Judaism has always 
been the act of going to shul and praying.  When I was 
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younger, I valued learning the prayers properly; now that I 
have matured, I can also understand the kavannah that must 
accompany them. 

For eight years, I spent my summers at Young Judaea-
run Jewish summer camps.  Camp satisfied my desire to 
learn the rituals, traditions and “words” of Judaism.  For 25 
days, I davened Shacharit every morning, sang the birkat 
hamazon after each meal, and observed Shabbat.  But camp 
was also far more than that.  For 25 days, I also played, sang, 
danced, laughed, ate, painted, rowed, climbed, cheered and 
learned what it meant to be a Zionist Jew in America.  Camp 
Young Judaea Sprout Lake was where I first realized that 
Judaism wasn’t just about prayers and kippot; it was a way 
of life. 

I attended Sprout Lake for five years, and then Tel 
Yehudah for three more.  At Tel Yehudah, we often 
discussed how our Jewish and secular lives conflicted as 
teens in America.  Since we were more mature by the time 
we reached Tel Yehudah, we were also able to question 
some previously held ideas.  In one discussion, for instance, 
we challenged our previous views and concepts of G-d 
through an analysis of Hatikvah’s song, Efgosh et Elohim.  
This discussion happened over three years ago, and I still 
remember how much it affected each of us.  Prior to the 
discussion, a friend of mine had previously viewed G-d as a 
“puppeteer”; that is, G-d controls everything, and everything 
has a purpose we may not understand.  After the discussion, 
he saw G-d as the “clock maker,” setting the world in 
motion, but then stepping back to let free will take control.  
This was but one discussion, but it changed us all 
profoundly. 

Once my years at Tel Yehudah finished, I made the 
choice to go to Israel on the Machon program, and spent an 
incredible five weeks learning who I was as a Jew, and also 
how deeply my religion had shaped me.  Throughout that 
trip, we had peulot (educational activities) on the history of 
Israel, and its complex relationship with its neighboring 
countries.  One memorable peulah involved a round-robin 
discussion with Arab-Israeli teens about life in Israel.  We 
discussed everything from their favorite American singers 
(one teen listed Akon, Jay-z, Justin Bieber and Fifty Cent) to 
whether or not they’d serve in the Israeli military since they 
weren’t required to do so.  That conversation gave me a 
perspective I previously hadn’t seen before and opened my 
eyes to a whole new way to look at the Mid-East conflict. 

I returned from Eretz Yisrael with increased awareness 
of Israel’s place in the world.  Confident in my own abilities 
as a teacher and leader after numerous lessons on leadership 
in camp and Israel, I started last fall with a renewed vigor to 
restart the local YJ chapter.  With the help and support of not 
only those in the local community, but also many of the 
people I’ve met through Young Judaea throughout the 
world, we have built back up a successful official chapter of 
the movement. 

Education was always an important factor for me; as 
previously stated, I aspired to learn every prayer as soon as I 
could.  I took it upon myself to continue that chain, and 
tutored four teens in preparation for their Bar Mitzvahs.  I 
taught Maariv, Arvit, Pzukei Dzmira, Shacharit and Musaf, 
as well as Torah and Haftarah. 

Every act, every club, event, student and peulah, I 
choose to do.  Choice is the most important point of my 
Judaism for me: I am a Jew because I choose to be, not 
simply because I want to be.  Wanting to be Jewish makes 
me no more Jewish than wanting a sandwich makes me any 
less hungry.  Judaism is a religion of deeds and actions, not 
of beliefs.  In Judaism, you are a good person because you 
perform mitzvot, not because you simply believe in G-d.  
Every morning I wake up and make a conscious decision to 
lead my life according to the laws and statutes of the Torah.  
I have made this choice everyday for quite some time now, 
and I will continue to do so in the future; each time 
reaffirming my commitment to Judaism. 

 
Jessica Ort 

I am a Jew because I look at life through a completely 
different lens few have.  I gained this perspective through 
ten years of attending Hebrew School, celebrating the many 
Jewish holidays and participating in various Jewish 
activities, customs and traditions. 

Hebrew School, from second grade through twelfth 
grade, has truly helped me grow to become the Jewish adult 
I am today.  Aside from learning to read the Hebrew 
language and being introduced to the historical significance 
of Judaism through the Bible stories which have given all 
Jews a sense of belonging to something timeless, I believe 
my Hebrew School experience has opened the doors to an 
awareness of who I am as a person.  From an early age, I 
learned to respect my fellow classmates and teachers.  My 
life would not be the same had I not attended Hebrew 
School.  I met amazing friends when I was seven years old 
who remain friends, and will continue to be as we all begin 
our individual journeys beyond the FJCC.  I learned about 
the history of my ancestors in innovative ways, and I learned 
how to read Hebrew, which impressed my non-Jewish 
friends who attended my Bat Mitzvah.  They had no idea 
what I had been studying for so many years in preparation 
for that day.  

Reading Torah on High Holidays is one of the things I 
have always cherished every year.  I love reading Torah 
because it really connects you with the text, and I get to be 
the one to chant the passage to hundreds of congregants.  It 
can be so nerve-wracking to learn the trope, but it pays off 
big time.  I always feel this rush of happiness after I’m done 
reading and later when I hear Rabbi Jaffe wish me and 
others a yasher koach. 

Hebrew School also gave me opportunity to tutor other 
Bat Mitzvah students.  I really loved tutoring.  I enjoyed 
teaching the tough melodies, going through the more 
rigorous parts of the service and helping my students along 
the way.  

Hebrew School after my Bat Mitzvah turned into 
Hebrew High.  I had seen a lot people stop going to Hebrew 
School after their Bar or Bat Mitzvah was over, but not our 
class.  For the past five years after my Bat Mitzvah, I have 
had eleven other students with me every Wednesday 6:30 – 
7:45 sitting together, learning, laughing and bonding.  We 
have had good times watching movies and discussing 
themes present in Judaic history. 
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Growing up, I always had to deal with being the one 
person in my public school class who celebrated Hanukkah.  
I love celebrating all Jewish holidays and explaining them to 
my non-Jewish friends.  Sharing my religion with non-Jews 
is sometimes more meaningful because it allows me to teach 
others who have little of no knowledge of Judaism but are 
curious to learn.  It fosters an understanding and mutual 
respect for our different beliefs. 

One of the last activities in which I participated with my 
class and Rabbi Jaffe was Panim el Panim.  The three days I 
spent in Washington D.C. will stay with me forever.  I still 
remember working at the food bank "SOME" and having a 
smile on my face the whole time.  I enjoyed listening to the 
thought-provoking seminars, and listening to other peoples' 
opinions really inspired me to look at life differently.  I can 
now recognize that different points of views are critical 
when forming an opinion and I was lucky to be among very 
educated, confident Jewish teens.  Panim el Panim made me 
embrace my Jewish heritage, and I enjoyed being 
surrounded by people who had the same thirst for knowledge 
I did.  I learned about issues facing our country today, like 
immigration and education, and how it can relate well to my 
ancestors' history.  That experience alone, just being there 
for three days, made me realize I not only want to get more 
involved in community service, I want to embrace my 
religion even more in the future. 

As I graduate from the FJCC Hebrew High and 
Hunterdon Central, I will be beginning a new chapter in my 
education, both religiously and academically.  I will be 
attending The Ohio State University in Columbus, OH in 
September.  The Hillel at Ohio State, founded in 1925, is 
one of the oldest Hillel organizations in the country.  I will 
find my new Jewish home at the Wexner Center on Friday 
nights celebrating Shabbat, followed by dinner with new 
friends I have yet to meet. 

I’m a Jew because I have lived a life different from 
many people.  I am a Jew because I will continue to embrace 
Jewish life at college.  I am a Jew because I feel the same 
way about my religion as I did when I was seven, I love it.  I 
am a Jew because when I light the menorah, when I read 
torah and when I pray at services, I feel pride in my religion. 

 
Matt Neibart 

I am a Jew not only because my parents chose to raise 
me Jewish, but also because I have chosen to be involved 
with and a part of the Jewish community.  Because of my 
involvement at the Flemington Jewish Community Center, I 
have learned all about my religion, made new friends, and 
opened up doors that I never thought possible.  It all started 
12 years ago when I entered my first Hebrew School class.  

I cannot remember the details perfectly, but I can 
remember how much I enjoyed my Hebrew School classes 
as a shy, young boy.  As my mom told me, I never 
complained once about going to Hebrew School.  I always 
came out of the synagogue with a smile on my face and a 
new story about Jewish heritage to tell my mom and dad.  I 
remember learning the alphabet, the months, reading Sedra 
Scenes and, of course, playing Hebrew reading football.  I 
think the experiences I had during my early years at the 
FJCC are what encouraged me to continue to be active in the 

Jewish community.  All of my teachers were able to keep 
every class entertaining whether we were reading a book, or 
going to a workshop. 

However, about the time when I was 10 years old, just 
like any other Jewish boy or girl, a lot of stress came into my 
life.  This is the time where I truly started to prepare for my 
Bar Mitzvah.  Between sports, school and practicing, and 
tutoring for my Bar Mitzvah, my head was spinning.  My 
Bar Mitzvah just didn’t seem very intriguing to me when I 
was 10 or 11.  Although as it became closer and closer to the 
real thing, I realized just how much a Bar Mitzvah really 
meant to my family and to me.  It occurred to me that I was 
not just becoming a Jewish adult on July 1st, 2006, but also I 
would complete one of the longest studies of my life.  On 
this day, I really felt closer to Judaism than I ever had 
before.  It was also an incredible feeling to lead the services 
and read Torah in front of the congregation, my entire family 
and many, many friends.  I am sure it provided me with 
much confidence and when it was all said and done, it was 
the most incredible experience. 

Currently one of the largest parts of my life stemmed 
from my Bar Mitzvah and my connection with Judaism.  My 
work with Homerun Hopefuls all started as my Bar Mitzvah 
project.  I started working with Homerun Hopefuls as a way 
to fulfill my Bar Mitzvah project requirements.  Brett 
Kalikow, the man who started the organization, is also 
Jewish so he knew what I was going through when I 
contacted him about starting a collection.  I figured that I 
would collect some baseball equipment, help get it shipped 
to the Dominican Republic, and that would be it.  I was so 
wrong.  I organized multiple collections around town, and I 
ended up collecting a whole U-Haul truck full of equipment.  
When the Kalikows came to pick up the equipment in order 
to have it shipped, Brett and his parents were so stunned by 
the amount I had collected, that they invited me to join them 
in the Dominican Republic in order to hand-deliver the gear 
to the various leagues.  Now, every year since 2006 (I am 
preparing for my 6th trip this summer), I have been collecting 
equipment and hand-delivering it in the Dominican 
Republic.  This has been one of the best experiences of my 
life, and it all goes back to me being a Jew.  It has surely 
embedded in me how important tzedakah and giving is, and 
just how much you can get out of being a giver. 

After my Bar Mitzvah, when my parents asked me if I 
wanted to continue with Hebrew High, I replied “of course” 
without any hesitation.  The experiences I had at the FJCC 
during my early years of Hebrew School helped to shape my 
personal being on life, so why wouldn’t I want to continue?  
Sure enough, I made the right decision.  Hebrew High was 
amazing.  The Rabbi made every single class interesting; we 
talked of everything and Judaism’s view on it… and when I 
say everything, I mean everything.  The Rabbi really tailored 
the class towards us.  If we started a movie that didn’t seem 
to grasp our attention, he would see that and put on 
something more interesting.  Our new synagogue became 
like a second home to me.  It’s easy to see that my 
classmates felt the same way I did.  In classes before us, the 
class size shrinks dramatically after everyone’s Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah.  However, our class size basically stayed the same.  
We were there every Wednesday and we made traditions 
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that we did not even realize; same seating arrangements, 
same end-of-year party events, same good ‘ol stories being 
told, but new memorable times. 

Every holiday my family and I go to our cousin’s house 
to have dinner and celebrate.  These dinners may not seem 
like much, but I am always very excited to go.  I guess it’s 
just great to be able to spend time and share laughs with 
everyone in the family and more.  The table stays the same 
size, but the amount of people sitting at the table seems to 
grow each time.  I cannot wait to start a family of my own 
and have celebrations just like these at my house.  These 
traditions have truly helped me realize how important family 
is in one’s life. 

Judaism has been apart of my life ever since I was born.  
It has helped me become the man I am today and has taught 
me valuable life lessons along the way.  I look forward to 
being able to continue to partake in Jewish rituals and 
celebrations during my upcoming college years.  I have 
never once regretted trying to be as involved in the Jewish 
aspect of my life as I have; I am proud to be a Jew. 

 
Josh Weinstein 

I am a Jew because the people around me have taught 
me the traditions and laws of Judaism which have helped me 
make the decision to continue the Jewish faith well into my 
adult life.  I feel the morals and standards I have stem from 
all of the things I have learned due to Judaism over the last 
eighteen years.  They have given me the opportunity to be a 
good person and live a good life.  My family and the people 
of the Flemington Jewish Community Center have all helped 
me live a Jewish-based lifestyle which I truly enjoy.  They 
all have opened my mind to a culture that has become my 
essence, my being.  Judaism is a big part of my life now and 
I plan to continue my religious endeavors throughout my 
adult life. 

From a young age I was embraced by the Jewish 
lifestyle.  Remembering the thrill of lighting candles and 
singing prayers on Shabbat and Hanukkah, reciting the Four 
Questions during Passover, or just the chance to read Yigdal 
on the bimah with all of my friends gave me a chance to 
fully appreciate the experiences I have had with Judaism.  I 
can specifically remember a time in my childhood where 
going to services was the best part of my week.  Even 
though I was not yet able to sing along with the rest of the 
congregants, I was perfectly content just listening.  Simply 
listening to the different notes and tunes that those around 
me sung, was, and still is, a beautiful blend of melodic 
voices.  In a way, I learned Hebrew through services too.  
With the limited amount of Hebrew I knew at the time, I was 
able to listen to the words sung and pair them with the words 
in the book.  In no time at all, I was able to sing along to the 
different songs.  The ability to read Hebrew helps connect 
someone to Judaism and the fact that I was able to read at a 
young age helped me remain fascinated with the language 
and culture. 

A group of friends meeting every week is a great way 
for a child to keep his faith in mind.  I went to Hebrew 
School since I was in first grade and the things I have 
learned there, I will take with me through life.  I learned the 
alphabet, the months, the holidays, the biblical stories, 

Jewish philosophies, SAT words, and even how to analyze 
the symbolism of a single red dress in Schindler's List.  I 
have learned these and many other useful tidbits of 
knowledge in my time in Hebrew School and that is all 
thanks to our rabbi, Rabbi Jaffe.  He has influenced me a 
great deal in the realm of religion and self-realization.  I had 
questions that were answered by his guiding and helpful 
teachings.  Not only has he touched my life, but he has 
touched the lives of many.  I am always impressed when he 
can name all of the returning college students, where they 
are attending school, and what year they are in.  The way he 
connects with all his students individually makes him an 
extraordinary person.  Rabbi Jaffe has always pushed me 
toward a religious life and because of his classes and help, I 
will continue with my Jewish heritage. 

Family is a major part in any child's religious life; mine 
is no different.  I have always been raised Jewish in a stricter 
way than others but definitely not in the strictest sense.  At 
my house, we keep kosher and observe Shabbat on a regular 
basis.  We say blessings over Shabbat dinner and my father 
does tefillin daily.  Also, we attend services when we are 
able.  Needless to say, we are a relatively religious family.  
While nowadays we are not as religious, when my brothers 
and I were younger, my father made a great effort to teach us 
about Judaism in the hopes we would continue the traditions.  
We celebrate all of the major holidays and even have our 
whole family over for some of them.  Like customary Jewish 
holidays, the food on these days is plentiful and delicious.  
My mother makes most of the food during these celebrations 
and does a great job.  Also, my grandparents have brought 
Judaism into my life.  Always going to their house to break 
fast with lox and bagels is always a fun experience.  My 
brother went to Israel through Birthright and has encouraged 
me also to visit due to its amazing history and culture.  I now 
want to visit Israel just like my brother did so I, too, can 
experience my true heritage.  My family has provided me 
with a religious environment which I enjoy and flourish in.  
They brought Judaism into my life and have helped keep it 
in my life.  Without their support and guidance, my religion 
would have taken a backseat to other aspects of my life.  
They have led me in the right direction and I will stay on this 
path thanks to them. 

Those around me have helped me determine who I am 
and who I want to be.  One does not realize who has 
influenced them until they are old enough to understand 
what is expected of them and who they think they are.  I am 
now old enough to recognize those who have been most 
helpful in making me, me.  I am very grateful for everyone 
whom I have had the pleasure of knowing in the Jewish 
community.  They gave me an identity that I can be proud of 
and continue into adulthood.  Though others may not be 
inclined to assimilate their religion into their lives, I am not 
one of those people.  I plan to continue practicing Judaism 
through my college years and long past that, and it is all 
because of those around me.  I would not have been aware of 
my religious identity if they had not been there to push me in 
the right direction.  Eighteen years have led me to this 
conclusion: I am a Jew.  
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Mark Rothfeld 
I am Jewish because Jewish customs and traditions have 

been integrated into my life and enforced during my 
education and experiences at the Flemington Jewish 
Community Center.  During my twelve-year career in 
Hebrew School I was taught important lessons that I can and 
have been able to apply to everyday life.  Being Jewish has 
given me access to opportunities I otherwise would not have 
had and is giving me the chance to see the world in a 
different way.  The way Judaism has affected my family as a 
positive influence has provided motivation in other aspects 
of life.  I am not just Jewish because I was born Jewish; I am 
Jewish because I want to be Jewish. 

When I was younger, the prospect of having to attend 
Hebrew School was horrible to me.  I found classes boring, 
they were too long, and Hebrew letters looked like scribbles.  
Over time, though, I gradually began to enjoy Hebrew 
School more as the lessons became more interesting and as 
Hebrew started to look less like scribbles and more like 
words.  We began to learn about traditions such as blowing 
the Shofar, lighting the Hanukah and Shabbat candles 
(something that appealed to me since it was an opportunity 
to play with fire) and reading the Torah.  Over the years 
Hebrew School became less of a thing I had to go to in order 
to please my mother and more of a thing that I wanted to go 
to since I was learning about subjects that I was able to 
apply in English and history back in public school, which, as 
a result, improved my grades and reputation with my 
teachers.  It’s like a light bulb had gone on and I realized 
that the stuff I learned in Hebrew School about Jewish 
customs and history can actually apply to real life.  After 
having completed my final year in Hebrew School, I find 
that I am extremely proud of what I have learned there, and I 
believe what I learned will still continue to aid me as I 
pursue a higher education.  Being Jewish has allowed me to 
view the world in a different perspective and has given me 
the ability to view different parts of history and literacy with 
a broader and more understanding view.  Had I not attended 
Hebrew School, this would have never happened.  My only 
regret about attending Hebrew School is the fact that I was 
not taught Yiddish or conversational Hebrew. 

Being Jewish has given me access to numerous 
possibilities that I otherwise would not have had.  Through 
the Flemington Jewish Community Center, I have been able 
to visit different parts of the United States, provide aid to 
those less fortunate to me and even to participate in activities 
that many would consider once in a lifetime opportunities.  
During President’s weekend I was fortunate enough to 
attend a program in Washington D.C. where I was able to 
relate current issues (such as immigration and foreign 
policy) to Jewish texts and traditions.  During my time in 
Washington D.C., I had experiences that left a deep impact 
on me and will remain with me for a lifetime.  Several years 
ago, when the Jewish community came together to donate an 

ambulance to Israel during the second Intifada, I was able to 
see that was a much larger world than my own, and that I 
can make a difference in it.  When the synagogue purchased 
a new building, I was able to see one of the more rare 
aspects of Judaism when the congregation made the move 
from one building to the other.  Not a lot of people can say 
that they experienced Jewish traditions involved with 
moving to a new building.  Attending Hebrew School for 12 
years has given me the opportunity to become friends with 
some amazing people.  Some of these people are my closest 
friends and I know I will continue to be friends with them 
for years to come.  The opportunities presented to me 
through the Jewish community have allowed me to become 
the person that I am and have made me want to work 
towards a greater good in both the world and in my own 
community. 

The Jewish Community and the Flemington Jewish 
Community Center have had a positive aspect on my family 
through the years.  My mother has helped organize and run 
the annual rummage sale for as long as I can remember.  She 
attends services almost every week and has been elected 
Woman of the Year.  My mother’s dedicated involvement in 
the Jewish community has been an excellent motivation and 
example of what involvement in the Jewish community can 
achieve and accomplish.  It is also a great example of what 
good organization and timing can do since she did all this 
while working full time and raising three kids.  My mother’s 
active involvement in the Jewish community has helped me 
prepare for different milestones in my life such as my Bar 
Mitzvah.  Her frequent attendance at Saturday morning 
services made learning the required material all the easier.  
By making sure I attended Hebrew School, I was able to 
learn Jewish customs and traditions that I can carry with me 
throughout my life.  My mother’s side of the family has also 
exposed me to some Jewish traditions that I did not know 
even existed.  I have been able to attend and learn about 
certain less known customs such as a Pidyon Haben, or 
redemption of the son.  Through my family I have been able 
to experience the different customs and traditions that make 
Judaism unique and interesting. 

Being Jewish has exposed me to many different aspects 
of the world that most people don’t always see.  Through 
Judaism I have been able to enhance my own understanding 
of history and literacy.  I have been able to look at the world 
through a different perspective and take in both sides of a 
situation in order to improve my own knowledge.  Through 
Hebrew School and other Jewish events, I have been able to 
form friendships that have lasted me years and will continue 
to grow for years to come.  My family has been able to 
increase my own understanding of Jewish traditions and 
customs by allowing me to experience them first hand.  I am 
happy to have been born Jewish, and I am even happier that 
I will be able to experience Judaism for the rest of my life. 
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SISTERHOOD NEWS 
SAVE THE DATE: 
Sunday September 11:  First day of Sunday School 
Please join us in the lobby for coffee and bagels at Sunday School Drop-off.  Relax and enjoy catching up with friends while the 
kids start a new year of Hebrew School. 
  
Friday September 16:  BACK TO SHUL Shabbat service!   
Sisterhood will be leading services, followed by an Ice Cream Oneg afterwards.    
(If you are interested in taking a Hebrew or English part in the service, on your own or with your child/ren, please contact 
Brooke.  You don’t need to read to Hebrew to participate!) 
  
Friday October 14: Lulavs and Lemoncello Oneg  
Join us after Friday services in the sukkah for the Lulavs and Lemoncello Oneg.  
  
We have lots more planned throughout the year.  If you would like more information or to lend a hand, please call or email Brooke 
(908-809-3585 or liebowitz@gmail.com) or Deborah (908-713-9451 or Deborah@smknet.com).  
 

�

��������	�
��� ����� ����	
�� �

�� ��
��	�� ������ �

� ��
� ���� ���� ��������� ��������� �
������
������� �������� ������ ���� �
� ����� �

��� � �
� �� �

�� �� !	
� "��

�# �� ���		���
$	�����%�
��&
��
� ������
�
	

������������������
� �� ��%���
�

'��
����		�������
�����������������$�
�������
�

&

#� �

� ���� ������ �
����� �

�� ��
��	� ���� ��
��
�� � 

� ���� (���� (
	������� � ���
����#� �
�� �

� �
�
� $��

����� ���� �
$�� �
� ���� �
�� �
 
��� � ��� �
�� 
$��� �

�
�����������
�������������
��
�

(
�
��
��
$�
���
�)�
��������*+),-.**)/+�0��
�����������-),-.1)/+�
�

��� �$$
�������� ���� ��
���� 
���	�
� 
������
�
�
��
�

��� ��	�
��� �
�
� ��������
��� �

� ������ �
� ��
	�#���
����������������
�����
��
�������������

��
�

� �		� �
�
� ��
$$���� ������� � ��� 	

#� �

��
��
�
���������
�2�
�

��3�� 	�#�� �
� ����#� �		� ��
��� ��
� �
	�����
��� ���
4����� � ����
��� �
�
� ��	$� ���� ����� ����� �
�	��3�� ���
��	���
���������$����	�$	������������ '���#��
���

� �		������$����	��
�������
�������
�����
��
$��
�

��3
��	

#�����

��
	�����
���
���	$�
���������
��� 
�	��	�#���
��
	�����
��$	������
������
5��	��"����
���
�

Your Gift Case Committee: 
Lois Gross Gayle Neibart 
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BIKUR CHOLIM  
Bikur Cholim – Summer months and beyond ��
This is the time when we make our summer Bikur 

Cholim calendar.  I am asking that all committee members 
please let me know of any vacation or other summer 
conflicts or preferences for summer Bikur cholim 
visits.  Thanks! 

I have not heard back from ANYONE about a day 
when we could set up a program with Rabbi Stefanie 
Dickstein about Judaism, Healing, and Prayer for the 
Bikur Cholim committee and others who are interested.  
She is wonderful, thoughtful, compassionate, and learned and 
I know you would benefit from time spent learning from her.  

Please let me know how to proceed.  In the meantime, 
everyone will be getting a summer mailing with the summer 
schedule, reminder of the how's and what's of our 

committee's practice of Bikur Cholim, and the tri-fold 
fliers that you are to bring with your flower and card to 
those whom you visit.   

Before my monthly segment from the “masters,” I 
would like to thank all of you for your volunteer 
efforts this year and to ask anyone else who wants to 
participate in the future to contact me at: 

sfrantbrooks@gmail.com 
Sharon Frant Brooks 

 
July 1 Sharah Shenker August 5 Adah Radzin 
July 8 Evie Stern August 12 Marv Gelblat 
July 15 Sharon Brooks August 19 Evie Stern 
July 22 Marta Klepner August 26 John Fellin 
July 29 Dan Weinstock   

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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DONATIONS 
Todah rabah to all those who made donations to: 
GENERAL FUND 
· Vivian & Fred Daniel: 

· In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Ethan Gertzman 
· In honor of the baby naming of Sydney Noa, 

granddaughter of Cathie and Art Wetstein 
· For continued good health to their niece, Jenn Fine 
· For the yahrzeit of Fred’s beloved mother, Tekla 

Daniel 
· Marilyn & Melvin Dvoor: 

· For a mazel tov to Ruth and Manny Wolf for being 
honored at the Israel Bond Breakfast 

· For a mazel tov to Judy and Paul Schneiderman for 
being honored at the Israel Bond Breakfast 

· For the yahrzeit of Ida Dvoor, Melvin’s beloved 
mother 

· For the yahrzeit of Jacob Dvoor, Melvin’s beloved 
father 

· Marlene, Shari, Jen & Carol Dvoor in memory of 
Wanda Hochbaum, beloved mother of Risa Moran 

· Rhonda Krupen & Howard Goldin for a mazel tov to the 
Forman family on the wedding of Zev to Naomi 

· Sue & Rick Rothstein: 
· For the yahrzeit of Bessie Triber, Sue’s beloved 

grandmother 
· For the yahrzeit of Jennie Silver Goldstein, Rick’s 

beloved grandmother 
· Nancy & Laurence Shatkin in honor of Lydia Shatkin 

earning her Masters Degree 
· Rebecca & Larry Silber for a mazel tov to the Forman 

family on the wedding of Zev to Naomi 
· Roni Stolpen for the yahrzeit of her beloved husband, 

Alan 
· Marlene & Neal Wolff and Family: 

· For a mazel tov to the Rednor family on the simcha 
of Marjorie’s Bat Mitzvah 

· For a mazel tov to Michelle Cohn for being named 
Sisterhood Woman of the Year 

· For a mazel tov to Sandy Siegel on receiving a 
Master of Science Degree from Drexel 

· In memory of Lori Ollwerther 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
· Kim & Joseph Muller for the yahrzeit of Michael 

Muller, Joseph’s beloved father 
· Flo & Bruce Newrock: 

· For the yahrzeit of Shirley Richman, Flo’s beloved 
mother 

· For the yahrzeit of Dan Richman, Flo’s beloved 
brother 

· Eileen Schwalb in appreciation of Pablo Fraenkel and 
Bill Blaher 

KIDDUSH FUND 
· Sarah & Rich Frank: 

· For a mazel tov to the Forman family on the 
wedding of Zev to Naomi 

· For a mazel tov to the Rednor family on the simcha 
of Marjorie’s Bat Mitzvah 

BUILDING FUND 
· Marsha & Zel Gerstein: 

· For a complete and speedy recovery to Leon 
Oberman, Sharon Gertzman’s stepfather 

· For a complete and speedy recovery to Michelle 
Cohn 

· For a complete and speedy recovery to Adina 
Rothfeld 

· For a complete and speedy recovery to Leslie 
Dudzinski 

· For a mazel tov to the Rednor family on the simcha 
of Marjorie’s Bat Mitzvah 

· For a mazel tov to the Stein family on the simcha of 
Phoebe’s Bat Mitzvah 

· For a mazel tov to Nomi and Jack Forman on the 
wedding of Zev to Naomi 

· For a mazel tov to Suzanne and Steve Kalafer on 
the birth of their grandsons, Tristan and Elliot 

· For a mazel tov to Ethan Gertzman on the occasion 
of his Bar Mitzvah 

· Gayle & David Neibart in recognition of Jessica and 
Matthew having aliyot, and for the beautiful job done by 
the HH 12 class leading Shabbat services 

HEBREW SCHOOL 
· Kleiman Family in honor of Karen Walsh, Rabbi Jaffe 

and Fallon Gross that they may have a great year 
OPERATION CARMEL FIRE 
REFORESTATION FUND  
· Rabbi Evan Jaffe & Phyllis Lerner 
· Patrician & Nathan Lefkow 
· Arnold Kushnick 
· Rose & Ed Mehrlust 
· Adah & Alan Radzin 
· Dale Rothfeld 
· Suzanne & Fred Rothstein 
· Judy & Paul Schneiderman 
· Sandy & Scott Siegel 
· Cara London & Eric Sirota 
· Shelly & Marty Sobel 
· Cathie & Art Wetstein 
· Ruth & Manny Wolf 
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PARSHIYOT SUMMARIES FOR JULY AND AUGUST   
Courtesy of Torah from Dixie, Inc. at TFDIXIE.COM�

Parshat Chukat – July 2, 1011 
Parshat Chukat (Numbers 19:1-22:1) begins with the 

quintessential decree of the Torah, Chukat HaTorah, a 
mitzvah we are asked to perform even though we are unable 
to understand its purpose and reason - parah adumah, the 
red cow, whose ashes are used to purify people who have 
become contaminated through contact with a corpse.  The 
narrative then jumps 38 years to begin the description of 
what transpires just before the Jewish people enter the land 
of Israel.  The prophetess Miriam dies and the people are left 
without water, since the miraculous well which had 
accompanied them throughout their sojourn in the desert 
existed only in her merit.  God commands Moses and Aaron 
to speak to a particular rock so it will miraculously produce 
water; Moses strikes it with his staff instead, and G-d tells 
the two leaders that they will not enter into the Promised 
Land.  After this, the king of Edom refuses to let the Jewish 
people pass through his borders, causing them to take a more 
circuitous route.  Aaron dies and is buried on Mount Hor, 
and Elazar his son succeeds him as Kohen Gadol (High 
Priest).  The Children of Israel sing a song of praise about 
the miraculous well that G-d had provided in Miriam's merit, 
and the portion concludes with the battles and victories over 
Sichon the king of Emori and Og the king of Bashan. 
 
Parshat Balak – July 9, 2011 

Parshat Balak (Numbers 22:2-25:9) shifts from the 
Jewish people's travels in the desert to relate the story of 
Bilam, the gentile prophet who attempted to curse the 
Children of Israel.  Commissioned by Balak, the king of 
Moav, Bilam agrees to embark on a journey to the Israelite 
encampment; however he first asks G-d for permission, and 
goes on the condition that he would speak only what G-d 
places in his mouth.  While on the road, an angel 
brandishing a sword blocks Bilam's path, causing his donkey 
to repeatedly swerve off the road.  Unable to see the angel, 
Bilam responds by striking the disobedient donkey three 
times.  Miraculously, G-d causes the donkey to speak to 
Bilam, and G-d uncovers the humiliated prophet's eyes so 
that he can see the angel standing in the path.  The angel 
then reminds Bilam once again that he may only speak the 
words that G-d places in his mouth.  Upon his arrival near 
the Jewish camp, Bilam repeatedly attempts to curse the 
people; each time G-d prevents him from doing so, and 
instead he ends up uttering several sets of blessings and 
praises, much to Balak's dismay.  The Torah portion 
concludes with the Jewish men's debauchery with the 
promiscuous daughters of Moav and Midian, and the public 
licentious act of Zimri (a prince of the tribe of Simeon) with 
a Midianite princess.  Pinchas, Aaron's grandson, zealously 
responds by piercing them to death with a spear, halting a 
plague from G-d which had broken out in the camp. 

 
Parshat Pinchas – July 16, 2011 

Parshat Pinchas (Numbers 25:10- 30:1) begins with 
Hashem bestowing His blessing of peace and priesthood on 
Pinchas, Aaron's grandson, for slaying a prince of the tribe 
of Simeon and a Midianite princess while they were engaged 

in a public licentious act which appears at the end of last 
week's Torah portion.  Pinchas' zealous response saves the 
Jewish people from a plague which had broken out in the 
camp.  Hashem commands Moses and Elazar (Aaron's son 
and successor as High Priest) to conduct a new census of the 
entire nation, the first one taken in almost thirty-nine years.  
The Torah then relates the claim issued by the five daughters 
of Tzlaphchad for a portion of inheritance in the land of 
Israel, since they had no brothers and their father had died in 
the desert.  Hashem responds in the affirmative, and through 
the inquiry of these righteous women, many of the laws of 
inheritance are taught.  After Hashem shows Moses the land 
of Israel from the top of a mountain, Moses is commanded 
to pass on his mantle of leadership to Joshua by resting his 
hand upon Joshua's head, since Moses would not be entering 
the land.  The Torah portion concludes with a lengthy 
description of the special korbanot (offerings) to be brought 
on the various festivals throughout the year, above and 
beyond the regular korban tamid (daily offering) brought 
every morning and afternoon.  These sections are also read 
from the Torah throughout the year on the appropriate 
festivals. 

 
Parshat Matot – July 23, 2011 

Parshat Matot (Numbers 30:2-32:42) begins with a 
discussion of the laws regarding vows (nedarim) and oaths 
(shevuot).  The Torah then describes the Jewish people’s 
battle against and victory over the nation of Midian, 
followed by a detailed account of the distribution of the 
spoils of war.  In anticipation of the upcoming entrance into 
the land of Israel, the tribes of Reuben and Gad step forward 
to request that their inheritance be on the eastern side of the 
Jordan River rather than in the Holy Land proper, since the 
eastern bank would be more suitable for their abundant 
livestock.  After some discussion, Moses agrees, but only on 
the condition that they assist the rest of the nation in 
conquering the entire land of Israel before returning to settle 
their inheritance.  

 
Parshat Masei – July 30, 2011 

Parshat Masei (ibid. 33:1-36:13) opens by summarizing 
the entire route traveled by the Jewish people over their forty 
years in the desert, beginning with their exodus from Egypt 
and concluding with their arrival at the banks of the Jordan 
River.  After commanding the people to drive out all of the 
Holy Land’s inhabitants, the Torah delineates the exact 
boundaries of the land of Israel.  Since the Levites would not 
be receiving a regular portion, special cities were to be set 
aside for them, some of which would also serve as cities of 
refuge for accidental murderers.  In some cases, somebody 
who unintentionally killed another person would flee to one 
of these cities of refuge to seek sanctuary and avoid 
retribution from a close relative of the victim, and he would 
be required to remain there until the death of the present 
Kohen Gadol (High Priest).  After setting the guidelines for 
the various categories of murder, the book of Numbers 
concludes with further information regarding the daughters 
of Tzlaphchad and the laws of inheritance. 
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Parshat Devarim – August 6, 2011 

This week we begin the fifth and final book of the Torah, 
Sefer Devarim (Deuteronomy), which is known in rabbinic 
literature as Mishneh Torah, the review of the Torah.  Its contents 
were spoken by Moses to the Jewish people during the final five 
weeks of his life as the people prepared to enter the land of Israel.  
In it, Moses explains and elaborates upon many of the mitzvot 
which had been previously given, some of which were already 
mentioned explicitly in the Torah and others which appear here for 
the first time.  He also continuously warns them to remain diligent 
and faithful to Hashem's laws and teachings.  

Parshat Devarim (Deuteronomy 1:1-3:11) begins with Moses' 
veiled rebuke in which he makes reference to the many sins and 
rebellions of the past forty years.  He then continues by recounting 
several of the significant incidents which occurred to the Jewish 
people in the desert, shedding light on the Torah's earlier accounts.  
Moses spends a  significant amount of time discussing the failed 
mission of the spies: Ten  of the twelve men sent to scout out the 
land of Israel had returned with a bad report, and because of the 
people's lack of faith, Hashem condemned the entire nation to forty 
years of wandering in the desert during which time the generation 
of the exodus died out.  Moses then skips forward to discuss the 
Children of Israel's conquest on the eastern bank of the Jordan 
River, and the Torah portion concludes with words of 
encouragement for his successor, Joshua.  

 
The Fast of Tisha B'Av (August 9, 2011) commemorates 
the destruction of both Temples in Jerusalem and the onset 
of our current exile, amongst many other tragedies.  While 
mourning these calamities, we focus on introspection and 
teshuvah (repentance) as we seek to improve our ways, 
looking forward to the speedy arrival of the Mashiach 
(Messiah). 
 
Parshat Va'etchanan – August 13, 2011 

In Parshat Va'etchanan (Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11) the Torah 
continues to recount Moses' final speech to the Children of 
Israel.  He tells the people that he had implored Hashem to 
allow him to enter the land of Israel, but Hashem refused his 
request.  Moses then continues to exhort and warn the people to 
obey the Torah and its commandments, neither adding nor 
subtracting from its mitzvot.  They are told to always remember 
the incredible revelation they experienced at Mt. Sinai, passing 
that memory on from generation to generation.  Moses warns 
the Jewish people of the prolonged exile that they will 
experience if they forsake the Torah, and how Hashem will 
eventually bring them back to the land of Israel.  After setting 
aside the three cities of refuge on the eastern side of the Jordan 
River, Moses repeats the Ten Commandments and further 
describes Hashem's revelation at Mt. Sinai, while at the same 
time continually warns the Jewish people to maintain their 
observance of Hashem's Torah.  Moses teaches them the first 
paragraph of the Shema, the fundamental passage which we 
recite twice a day expressing our belief that Hashem is one and 
stating our commitment to love and serve Him.  Once again, 
Moses exhorts the people to trust in Hashem and remain faithful 
to the Torah, and to beware of the pitfalls of prosperity and 
success.  After commanding the Jewish people to teach their 
children about the miraculous exodus from Egypt, the portion 
concludes with some further commandments and warnings 
concerning the forthcoming conquest of the land of Israel. 

 

Parshat Ekev – August 20, 2011 
Parshat Eikev (Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25) begins as 

Moses continues to encourage the Children of Israel to trust 
in Hashem and in the wonderful rewards which He will 
provide them if they keep the Torah.  Moses assures them 
that they will successfully defeat the nations of Canaan, at 
which point they must remove every vestige of idol worship 
remaining in the Holy Land.  Moses reminds them about the 
miraculous manna and the other wonders which Hashem 
provided for them throughout the past forty years, and he 
warns the Jewish people to beware of the pitfalls of their 
own future prosperity and military prowess which might 
cause them to forget Hashem.  He further reminds them of 
their transgressions in the desert, retelling the story of the 
golden calf at length, and describing Hashem's abundant 
mercy with them.  Moses stresses that the generation of the 
desert had a special responsibility to remain loyal to  the 
mitzvot because of the many miracles which they had 
personally experienced.  After detailing the many virtues of 
the Promised Land, Moses teaches the people the second 
paragraph of the Shema prayer which stresses the 
fundamental doctrine of reward and punishment based upon 
our performance of the mitzvot.  The Torah portion 
concludes with Hashem's promise that He will provide the 
Jewish people with protection if they observe the laws of the 
Torah. 

 
Parshat Re’eh – August 27, 2011 

In Parshat Re'eh (Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17) Moses 
continues to exhort the Jewish people to follow the ways of 
the Torah and to trust in Hashem.  Moses begins by 
unambiguously putting the mitzvot into perspective, stating 
that the Jewish people will be blessed if they observe the 
Torah and cursed if they do not.  He then begins a lengthy 
review of various mitzvot comprising the major part of the 
book of Deuteronomy, first discussing some of the mitzvot 
which are relevant to the people's imminent conquering of 
the land of Israel, enjoining them once again to remove 
every vestige of idolatry.  After teaching them some details 
about the offering and consumption of korbanot and other 
foods, the Torah commands that the Jewish people refrain 
from imitating the nations around them.  They are told to 
beware of false prophets and other people who might cause 
them to stray from Hashem, and they are taught the laws of 
the Ir Hanidachat, a Jewish city which has become so 
corrupt that a majority of its citizens have succumbed to 
idolatry and are therefore given the death penalty.  The 
Torah then reviews which animals are kosher to eat and 
which are not, followed by the laws of ma'aser sheni - the 
"second tithe" which is consumed by its owners, but only in 
the city of Jerusalem.  After commanding that all debts are 
to be canceled at the end of every seventh (Shemittah) year, 
and that we should be warm-hearted and charitable to our 
fellow Jews, the Torah repeats the laws relating to the 
Jewish servant.  He is to be unconditionally freed in the 
Shemittah year and showered with generous gifts by his 
former master.  Parshat Re'eh concludes with a brief 
description of the three pilgrimage festivals - Passover, 
Shavuot, and Succot - when everyone would ascend to 
Jerusalem with their offerings to celebrate their prosperity.
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JULY BIRTHDAYS 
  1 - David Tawil 
  2 - Lori Findley 
 - Craig Schindler 
  4 - Shira Friedman  
 - Jonathan Kalafer 
 - David Rothstein 
  5 - Rebecca Lefkow 
  6 - David Cohn 
 - Nadine Goldman 
 - Rachel Liebowitz 
 - Nathaniel Mehrlust  
  8 - Milton Frant 
 - Stacy St. Pierre 
  9 - Austin Rednor 
10 - Sharon Rednor 
 - Dein Shapiro 
11 - Ariel Gilbert 

11 - Ross Holley  
12 - David Dribbon  
 - Louis Goldin 
 - Abigail Klauz 
 - Amanda Maranca 
 - Mara Rothfeld 
13 - Cory Franklin 
 - Jami Krampel 
 - Harry Rapkin 
14 - Arielle Friedman 
 - Alisa Grossman 
 - Steven Klauz 
15 - Paula Grinbaum 
 - Denise Holley 
16 - Jeffrey Marshall 
 - Jacob Nemeth 
 - Adrienne Scibilia 

16 - Sharon Skowronek 
17 - Michael Goldman 
 - Jo Kay 
 - Bruce Moskovitz 
18 - Carly Braff 
 - Natasha Dudzinski 
 - Mark Miles 
19 - Shannon Dribbon 
20 - Roman Shor 
21 - Ely Ezra 
 - David Gropper 
22 - Ronald Frank 
25 - Daniel Braff 
 - Hunter Moneta 
 - George Ollwerther 
30 - Norman Poppel 
 - Bill Rovensky 

 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
  1 - Sharon & Ken Brooks 
 - Rose & Ed Mehrlust 
  4 - Cheryl & Matt Schutz 
  5 - Cara London & Eric Sirota 
 - Beth & David Sosidka 
  7 - Reba & Hoyt Holley 

11 - Evie & Phil Stern 
12 - Joan & Jack Shenker 
20 - Kelley & Jonathan Ellenberg 
29 - Doreen & Ronald Frank 
31 - Susan & Stephen Liebowitz 
 - Judi & Ted Weinstein 

 

 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
  3 - Pauline Jennis 
 - Jessica Ort 
  5 - Stephen Liebowitz 
 - Ken Schapiro  
  6 - Matthew Shankoff 
  7 - Susan Kamich 
 - Melissa Kleiman 
 - Addison Reich 
10 - Leah Ellenberg 
 - Douglas Krampel 
 - David Sosidka 
12 - Barbara Thomas 
 - Evan Weisblatt 

14 - Beth Krampel 
16 - Daniel Kaplan 
 - Bruce Newrock 
 - Neil Pollack 
 - Ethan Rosen 
17 - Alyx Green 
 - Elana Korn 
 - Allison Rovensky 
19 - Erika Ollwerther 
20 - Drew Farber 
 - Deborah Hylton 
21 - Alex Kordonsky 
 - Anneliese Nifoussi 

22 - Zachary Kesselhaut 
24 - Doreen Frank 
25 - Sheila Fernekes 
 - Alissa McInerney 
26 - Samantha Muller 
27 - Jacqueline Kestenbaum 
28 - Marilynn Norinsky 
30 - Jeremy Silberman 
31 - Mindy Ezra 
 - Hunter St. Pierre 
 - Alissa Shankoff 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
  4 - Ilyssa & Steve Fox 
  5 - Gayle & David Neibart 
  8 - Nancy & Ken Blankstein 
12 - Carolyn & David Goldman 
16 - Malka & Allan Goodman 
19 - Barbara & Mitchell Clarin 

22 - Sheila & Bill Fernekes 
23 - Susanne & Frederick Rothstein 
28 - Ruth & Michael Gallina 
 - Pauline & David Tawil 
30 - Adah & Alan Radzin 
31 - Pam & Jonathan Nemeth 
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JULY YAHRZEIT OBSERVANCES 
  1 - Ida Chantz 
 - Rose Gilinsky 
 - Carl Henry Knacht 
 - Minnie Lipsitz 
  2 - Harry Kaiser 
 - Sol Shapiro 
  4 - Sara Hammerman 
  5 - Eleanor Feinberg 
 - Bess Goldings 
 - Wesley Goldstein 
  6 - Hope Blau 
 - Julius Goodman 
 - Emanuel Schwalb 
  7 - Elizabeth Belle Cohen 
 - Abraham Lonsk 
 - David Scheer 
  8 - Helen Handler 
  9 - Lillian Hirschhorn 
 - Miriam Lily Rednor 
10 - Alexandra Esterkin 
 - Jacob Levine 

11 - Erna Berliner 
 - Melvyn Gross 
 - Ronald H. Treinish 
12 - Israel Duenas 
14 - Isadore Steinfeld 
16 - Barnet Wilk 
 - Frieda Zimbalist 
17 - Samuel Keller 
 - Jesse Mehrlust 
 - Eva Platkin 
18 - Helen Selbst 
 - Irwin Strober 
19 - Theodore Buchman 
 - Harry Lehrer 
 - Mary Savetsky 
 - Selma Schwartz 
 - Leon Suslow 
20 - Larry Levine 
 - Paul Seligman 
22 - Jean Esterkin-Stern 
 - Milton Kalafer 

23 - Chaskel Frand 
 - Samuel H. Wissner 
24 - Isaac Mizrahi 
25 - Sidney Landau 
26 - Fannie Bass 
 - Daniel Doshna 
 - Harold Seligsohn 
 - William Wolf 
27 - Madelyn Kates 
 - Anita Rawlins 
28 - Etta Birnbaum 
 - Sarah Doshna 
 - Samuel Wieder 
30 - Jacob Chantz 
 - Paul Ebert 
 - Rex Hill 
 - Louis Hurwitz 
 - Leo Nemeth 
 - Boris Schurr

 
AUGUST YAHRZEIT OBSERVANCES 

  1 - Beatrice Klein 
 - Stuart Levine 
 - Myra McMahon 
  3 - Louis Dressler 
 - Sadie Keller 
 - Sarah Keller 
  4 - Sadie Hedrick 
 - Ozzie Nahama 
 - John Watson 
  5 - Herbert Dvoor 
 - Paul Komaiko 
  6 - Reba Chaiken 
 - Esther Faro 
 - Allen Noshay 
  9 - Lillian Frank 
 - Ana Ladegar 
 - Clair Wilk 
 - Frank Witzling 
10 - Lesley Abramowitz 
 - Lloyd Sager 
11 - Ira Bass 
 - Leopold Dudda 
 - Anna Kanter 
 - Joseph Silberman 
 - Doris Steinfeld 

12 - Helen Halper 
 - Yetta Postmantel 
13 - Esther Lieberman 
14 - Stanley Gilinsky 
 - Lillian Stin 
15 - Hyman Selesnick 
16 - Majer Grinbaum 
 - Bessie Sulzer 
17 - Helen Chafetz 
 - Marie Goldman 
 - Milton Osker 
 - Irving Wolfson 
18 - Daniel Langer 
 - Sarah Rubin 
 - Mark Warsaw 
19 - Renee Gold 
 - Max Postmantel 
20 - Paulette Nemeth 
 - Abraham Rothstein 
 - Benjamin Rubin 
 - Samuel Seligman 
 - Maurice Suess 
 - Maurice Suss 
 - Benjamin Wetstein 
21 - Abraham Hirschhorn 

23 - Dov Hammerman 
 - Nanette Mahony 
 - Simon Nover 
 - Alvin Wieder 
24 - Mildred Stein 
25 - Saul Golowner 
 - Ida L. Horwitz 
 - Gertrude Liebowitz 
 - Helen Moneta 
 - Mildred Stein 
26 - Miriam Blaher 
 - Bernard Stein 
27 - Abraham Finkle 
 - Yetta Roskoff 
28 - Gertrude Chase 
29 - Edward Charen 
 - Joseph Schatzman 
30 - Shirley Cohen 
 - Esther Nover 
 - Maier Salamon 
31 - Anna Cohen 
 - Leonard Goldenberg 
 

 
Yahrzeit candles are lit the night before the yahrzeit is observed. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: If your birthday, anniversary or yahrzeit information is missing or incorrect, please bring or mail your information 
to the FJCC office, or email it to Flo Newrock at fnewrock so it can be included in future bulletins. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Tzedakah is always “in season.”  If you have an event 
coming up such as an anniversary, a birthday, a yahrzeit, 
etc., it’s a mitzvah to contribute to your favorite fund.  You 

can send your check to the FJCC with a note telling us 
where you would like the money used, or call one of the 
following people.  Do a mitzvah; send a donation. 

Gift Shop Lois Gross 
 Gayle Neibart 
Hebrew School Karen Walsh 
Library Lois Gross 
Nursery School Jane Wasserman 
Prayer Books & Pentateuchs FJCC Office 
Shmuel F. Frand Memorial Holocaust 
Education Fund 

Sharon Brooks 

Sunshine Cards Marsha Gerstein 
 Carolyn Goldman 
Trees For Israel Eleanor Berkowitz 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

WHITEHOUSE TAXI, serving Hunterdon, Somerset 
and Warren Counties.  Available seven days a week 
for service to all airports, trains and malls.  Call 908-
534-8677.  If you say you’ve been referred by the 
FJCC, the synagogue will receive a rebate. 

CHESAR PRODUCTIONS, party planning specialists, 
will donate 10% for every booking.  Call (908) 313-
7394 or visit their Party Supply Store at ChesarPro.com, 
and mention #12. 
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Tutoring: Reading, Writing, Study Skills��
Adah Radzin, MA ABD 
aradzin@comcast.net 

908-788-1083 
Reading Specialist 

Learning Disabilities Teacher Consultant 
Discount for Synagogue Members 

5% of Proceeds will be donated to FJCC 

 
Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions 
For additional information contact��

Monica K. Coe 
monica.coe@kaplan.com 

732 395-9571 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
July 11 BINGO 
July 18 BINGO 
July 19 Fast of Tammuz 
August 1 BINGO 
August 8 BINGO 

August 9 Tisha B’Av 
August 13 Bar Mitzvah of Brandon Wolff 
 Bat Mitzvah of Melanie Wolff 
August 22 BINGO 
August 29 BINGO 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ONEG/KIDDUSH/BAGEL NOSH SPONSORSHIP 
ONEG  Sponsor KIDDUSH Sponsor 
July 1 Melanie & Brandon Wolff July 2  
July 8  July 9  
July 15  July 16  
July 22  July 23  
July 29 Walsh Family for the yahrzeit of Karen’s 

grandmother 
July 30  

August 5  August 6  
August 12 Wolff Family in honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of 

Melanie and Brandon 
August 13 Wolff Family in honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of 

Melanie and Brandon 
August 19  August 20  
August 26  August 27  

 

If you would like to sponsor ongei Shabbat or kiddushim at the FJCC, please call 782-6410 or email Lori at the FJCC office 
(office@flemingtonjcc.org).  Last minute sponsors may not necessarily appear in the above calendar. 
 

 
Do you like to shop?  The Kiddush Committee is looking for a few willing and able shoppers for weekly Kiddush 
sponsors.  Do you like to plan meals?  The Kiddush Committee is looking for members to put together a practical 
Package 3 alternative to offer for weekly Kiddush sponsors.  Call Marilynn Norinsky to volunteer. 
 

ShopRite of Flemington has kosher cut up fruit that doesn’t need to be pre-ordered. 
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